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ON CLUB FOOT. 


Amonc the faults of conformation pre- 
sented by human organisation, the congeni- 
tal alteration of the feet is amongst the most 
frequent, It had already excited the atten- 
tion of the ancient surgeons, and we find 
in their works, descriptions of machines 
devised for its cure. It is only of late years, 
however, that extended treatises on the 
subject have been published. The anato- 
mical examination of the parts 
was, above all things, 
the history of the infirmity. 
formed as to its nature without this exami- 
nation, were i 


Latin writers. The point of the 

inwards, and the foot is in- 

t the patient walks on its outer 

i even on a part of its 

variety is that in which 

foot is turned outwards. This the an- 
Valgus. Itis much more rare 

former. There is still another 

ind, i i point of the foot is turned 
backwards, and the foot itself is so com- 


to say, that the cause of this irregular dis. 
ition is the luxation of some of the 
of the tarsus, and the consecutive 
derangement of the ligaments and muscles. 
influences which can favour or deter- 
mine the development of such deviations in 
mother’s womb, are but little under- 
stood, and very difficult to appreciate. 


equilibrium in the locomotive muscles, in 
their inadequate length, in the abnormal 
insertion of one or other of their tendons, 
&e. Finally, in the singular tendency of 
the fcetal foot to inversion. 

But not to dwell on these i 
the fact is at any rate obvious, that con- 

nital club foot is a fault of conformation, 
in which the foot is a in- 
wards, bent a little longitudi he 

requently 
the size of the distorted foot is smaller than 
natural ; its nutrition, in other words, is 
defective. The patients are obliged to 
walk on the external edge, and sometimes, 
in extreme cases, on the external malleolus. 
All these external symptoms have been 
well described by Scarpa. Other authors 
have described the internal deviations re- 
vealed by dissection, but none of them has 
called attention to one of the most import- 
ant consequences of the club foot, namely, 
the altered nutrition and atrophy of the 
limb. The congenital club foot may be 
confined to one, or exist in both limbs. If, 
in the first case, we examine the child v 
soon after its birth, we find, as I have said, 
the distorted foot a little shorter than the 
other, but the legs are of equal length, 
When the alteration extends to both feet, 
the legs are, generally speaking, equally 
developed. But as the child’s age in- 
creases, the progress of atrophy becomes 
manifest, end its cause is equally obvious. 
The child instinctively bears with all his 
weight on the sound limb. The —~ 
of its nutrition is, consequently, incre 3 
while the diseased foot, remaining inact- 
tive, does not receive the same supply. 
This atrophy, however, must be distin- 
guished into two species, hitherto con- 
founded with each other—namely, the 
atrophy of the diameter, and that of the 
length of the limb. The first chiefly ope- 
rates on the muscles, and thence result 
the attenuation and weakness of the member. 
The second acts on the bones also, and this 
is the more serious and important of the cwo. 
For we can always, by muscular exercise, 
remedy the atrophy of circumference, while 
no method of treatment corrects the short- 


Some thought to find them in the defect of 
No, 487, 


ening. Atten years of age the difference of 
2E 


1 
he most usual of the congenital affec- 
tions of the foot, is that designated Varus | 
pletely reversed, that the patient walks en- 
tirely on its dorsal surface. It is sufficient 


length is always very apparent between the 
sound and Gaxoctod limb. At twenty it is 
still more considerable, and sofar beyond the 
resources of art, that three years treatment 
will not cure itr. When the shortening is 
confined to the myscleg and tendans alone, 
although the affection is less serious, it 
must, nevertheless, remembered, that, 
after a certain time, it becomes incv- 
rable. Thus, at twenty, the tendon of 
Achilles has so lost its proper length, that 
even when the foot is brought back to the 
the heel ever continues 
elevated, and compels the patient to use a 
high-beeled shoe. 
Acting on these principles I have per- 
@ great number of parents to subject 
ir club-tooted children to early treatment. 
have thus seen remedied io one month, or 
six weeks, deviation of the feec at an early 
age, 80 almost immediately after the 
treatment, the little patients commenced to 
use the limb, I have sent to an orthopedic 
establishment, children of six weeks, one, 
two, and three years old. The cure was! 
the younger the patient. This 
1s easily understood. In fact, with new- 
born children the hand will restore the foot 
to its natural shape, without any paia. In 
gone months the difficulties increase, At 
10 to 20 years we must bave recourse 
to machines, which at a later period. he- 
principal causes : i 
ments and muscles, diminishes 
of age, the increase of the de- 
formity itself, and the vicious conformation 
into which the bones are nourished and de- 
veloped. The advantages of early treat- 
ment then, deserve the serious attention of 
titioners, for we know that when the 
children increase a little in age, a year or 
two is often required for the cure. A little 
longer, and they must wear the apparatus 
three, four, or even five years. After twenty 
ears no ine can restore the limb its 
length its form, or its perfect functions. 
concluding these observations it is ne- 
cessary to remark, that a spontaneous cure 
sometimes takes place. M. Holth, in a 
memoir, inserted in the Répertoire d’ Anato- 
mie et Physiologie, has described the case of 
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GENERAL DROPSY. 
Ease of its Treatment. 


I omrrrep one case, Gentlemen, at the 
last lecture, which wag very interesting, as 
showing how, at the present doy, we are 
continually able to cure dropsy. It was a 
case of general dropsy occurring in a boy 
sixteen years of age. He had been ill, he 
said, four days, and he attributed his af- 
fection to having walked about the streets 
without shoes on the previous Tuesday and 
Wednesday. The reason why he did so 
was, I believe, that his shoes were worn 
out, or he wished to save his new ones ; at 
any rate he had been accustomed to wear 
shoes, but on the days which I have men- 
tioned he was witbout them. This, of 
course, was likely to give him cold, and he 
was presently seized with a swelling in the 
face and a swelling of the scrotum. Ia 
fact, at his admission, there was great 
swelling all over, particularly of the legs, 
and his abdomen was large and fluctuating. 

Ta these acute cases you will generally find 
more or less bronchitis. His breathing was 
difficult, and on listening to the chest I 
found sono-vus, sibilous, and crepitous rat- 
tle on bth sides. On his admission, I 
found that ..e had taken a dose of jalap and 
calomel. Tye next day when I saw him, I 
found his scrutum distended, and the abdo- 
men fluctuating, the resp’ cation being such 
as I have just stated. 

Treatment.—1 had him bled immediately 


a young boy, the child of poor parents, who | to ten ounces, and gave him two drachms of 
laboured under a very marked inversion of super tartrate of potash and ten grains of 
the foot. He always wore ordinary shoes, | jalap, and several punctures were made in 
yet at twelve years of age he was completely the scrotum. ‘The blood was neither buffed 
cured. It is true, the young patient exerted nor cupped. The distention of the scrotum 
himself to remedy the deformity, by fre- soon went down, a large quantity of water 
quently bringing the foot into the right havin goozed from it. No inflammation, no- 
position. He was also obliged to work hard thing dangerous, arose from the punctures, 
$F ony burdens, and thus the foot was and the dose of super tartrate of potash and 
y applied to the ground. By this ex- jalap was continued. 

i e muscular equilibrium was re-| On the 22nd I found that the crepitous 
lous rattle had disappeared. He 
to be purged every day, and all 


stored, and wow at 20 Years of age; former and 


DR. ELLIOTSON ON COLIC,’ 
went off. On the! an instance of colic, from 


the symptoms 
27th, the oaly that were left 


tural obstruction in the ali canal, 


symptoms 
were slight dyspnea, and a little sonorous|1 never pretended to say at whet part of 


rattle on iration. He was advancing| the alimentary canal the obstruction ex- 
rapidly acure simply by bleeding isted, but I always said that there was 
and purging. This was a case of inflamma- | organic disease in the coats of the alimen- 


tory dropsy, although the blood did not tary canal. It is not possible to say, a 
prove buffed nor cupped,—a very common! prieri, where that is situated, unless the 


occurrence in inflammatory dropsy. How- 
ever, the patient was all the better for 
bleeding, and bore the purging remarkably 
weil. His improvement was very rapid: 
for, from being able to lie on his back only, 
and his scrotum and abdomen being greatly 
distended, | found him in a few days sit- 
ting on a bench, and in a short time he 
would have been perfectly well. He went 
away on the 29th of November, of his own 
accord, having been admitted oa the 15th. 


coLic. 


You will recollect, Gentlemen, a case of 
colic in Jacob’s ward. There were two 
cases of colic together, and many of the 
symptoms were, of course, necessarily the 
same. The causes, however, of colic differ- 
edin each. In one of these cases we were 
able to give a perfectly favourable prog- 
nosis, whiie, in the other, the prognosis was 
altogether unfavourable. By ‘‘ colic” you 
are aware is meant an obstruction of the 
bowels, with great occasional pain and vo- 
miting, sealer, not being increased on 

are, which distinguishes it from an 

atory obstruction of the bowels, in 

which there is vomiting, costiveness, and 

_ the latter symptom constant, and 

reased on pressure; whereas, in colic, 

the pain is not constant, and is rather 
diminished by pressure than otherwise, 

In one of these men the disease arose 
from lead. He was a painter, and on re- 
moving him from the external cause of dis- 
ease, the lead, and keeping his bowels regu- 
larly open by means of medicine, we were 
presently sure that the disease would be 
subdued ; which is, in fact, the case, though 
he still remains in the hospital on account 
of palsy of the wrists, which the lead had 
also occasioned. 


organic disease. He was of a sallow com- 
plexion—not exactly jaundiced, but pale 
and sallow. His skin bung about his face. 
He looked very ill always. He had lost 


patient complain of a particular pain, or 
there is something to be felt at one par- 
ticular spot. You may then, in general, 
give a pretty good guess as to where the 
obstruction exists. If the patient com- 
plain of pain in a particular situation, or if 
you find by your own finger that there is a 
tumour, or induration, or enlargement, any- 
where, then you may make a probable 

as to the exact seat of the disease, but un- 
less one of those circumstances oveur, you 


can only say that there probably is organic 
disease 


There are two parts of the ali 
canal out of reach which are most subject to 
mechanical obstruction from organic disease 
—that is, the end of the stomach, the p 
rus, and the end of the small int: stines, a 
the cwcum. Obstructions occur likewise 
at the end of the large intestines, but there 
they are peor y | to be felt with the fingers or 
a bougie, and they occur likewise at the end 
of the cesophagus, the cardia. In the latter 
case there is frequently a difficulty in swal- 
lowing, and it is usually attended by vomit 
ing very soon after the patient has taken 
his food.. This man was a letter-carrier, 
was fifty-five years of age, and bad been ill 
seven months. He stated that his bowels 
were always costive, and that if they were 
not open two or three days, he vomit- 
ed. He was in the habit of taking castor 
oil, which entirely relieved him. ‘The fits 
of colic were very violent; the pain was 
excrucisting, the vomiting severe, the 
abdominal muscles were drawn up into 
lumps. It is a common circumstance in 
colic, to bear the patients complain of 
lumps in their belly—that is to say, the 
abdominal museles suffer violent contrac- 
tion, and swell out. What they lose in 
length they gain in breadth, and that gives 
the appearance of external Jumps. 

Treatment.—All that could be attempted 
was, to palliate the symptoms, and he was 
therefore ordered croton oil every day for 
the purpose of keeping a free state of the 
bowels. He began with half a drop twice 
a day, which proved rather too much, and 
he then took a quarter of a drop; | 
however, was not sufficient of itself, 
therefore the direction was, that he should 
take a quarter of a drop daily every two 


his strength, and was losing his flesh. He hours, until his bowels were relieved. As 

was of the age of persons most liable to the disease continued, it was found neces- 

malignant structural disease. You will re- sary to increase the quantity of croton oil. 

collect that I always pointed him gut as | Sometimes he was obliged to take it five times 
2E2 


organic struc- 
In the other patient, however, the colic | 
was not to be ascribed to any external | 
cause, nor to any accident, but it arose | 
from some internal circumstance ; and when | 
you looked on his countenance, you saw| 
distinctly that the internal cause was some | 
e 


five times a day. In addition to 


had 
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and sometimes but three times, | hospital again he was dead. On opening 
May say that be took it from | 


nutritious diet, and was allowed | 


him there was a large effusion within the 
cavity of the right pleura, with flakes of 
lymph upon the lungs, and upon the costal 


porter. All this, however, was not given in! pleura. It was, therefore, clearly an attack 


the 

The object was merely to lessen the symp- 
toms. At length he was obliged to take a 
dose of croton oil at the end of every four 


hours that he had no stool. The want of a 
stool for more than four hours always 
t on a fit of colic. 


Post-mortem Examination. 

On opening him it was found that the 
stomach was exceedingly large, which is 
usually the case whenever there is an ob- 
struction of the pylorus. Here 
specimens from museum, w 

ylorus is exceedingly contracted. There 
hardly any canal between the stomach 
above, and the duodenum below. Here is 
the stomach of this patient, which, through- 


out, thickened. It was of a very 
considerable capacity. Here is the pylo- 
the food 


rus, through which, of course, 
passed into the intestines. The part is 
exceedingly hard—almost cartilaginous, and 
much contracted. 
disease of the cellular membrane. 
cellular substance, which exists in the 
lorus, has become indurated, whiter 
usual, and also whiter than usual in pro- 
portion as it has become firm and has ap- 
to the nature of cartilage. 

In some persons there is no vomiting at 
all. I have kaown it occur without any 
vomiting, but that will depend on the degree 
of obstruction ; for if the obstruction be con- 
siderable, there must of necessity be severe 
vomiting and perhaps great constipation. In 
this man, in spite of taking his oil, often 
there were frequent attacks of vomiting. 
Although we kept his intestines clear b 
croton oil, yet, of course, accumulation 
may in stomach from time to time. 

food not being able freely to pass the 
pylorus, it accumulated in the stomach, 
caused a permanent increase in the size of 
that organ ; and when the contents amount- 
ed toa certain quantity, then violent vo- 
miting came on, and spasm of the abdominal 
muscles, so that he suffered intensely, 
and then all was well again. We les- 
sened the suffering very much by keep- 
ing his bowels open. But that was not 
sufficient, because in spite of the open state 
of the intestines, the food would accumu- 
late behind the diminished a of the 


The 


stomach, and, necessarily, from time to time 
occasioned vomiting. 

The immediate cause of this man’s death 
was an attack of pleuritis. After my visit 
last Tuesday he was attacked with violent 
pain on one side, and when I came to the 


hope of doing any permanent good. | of pleuritis, and was most likely occasioned 


" the extreme draughts of this ward.* 
here is a great current of air in the ward, 
and I have seen many persons in it suffer 
very much indeed. ‘The diagnosis is per- 
fectly correct as to the existence of organic 
stricture in some part of the alimentary canal. 
1 never ventured to say more ; but if I had 
ventured to make a guess, I should have 
said the pylorus, or the caput cecum coli. 

These are the two usual places, between 
the cardia and the rectum, at which or- 
ganic disease takes place. Here is an exact 
re ntation of this man’s case in Dr, 
Baillie’s plates. Persons with this disor- 
der who vomit, do so two or three hours 
after taking food. When the disease is 
situated in the cardia, they a vomit 
immediately after taking food, within per- 
haps a quarter of an hour; but when it is 
situated in the pylorus, they will frequently 
not vomit for some hours, and sometimes 
only every few days, as was the case in 

maa. 


This appears to be a} this 


— 
SCIRRHUS UTERI. 


Anotber case, which proved fatal, was 
one which we have just opened, of diseased 
womb, the nature of which we well knew 
ot ‘ames I will read it from the note- 

k. 

A. B., aged 40, has been ill four months, 
her illness having, she said, arisen from 
anxiety of mind, on account of her husband 
having left her five months before, when 
she was in the last month of pregnancy. 
She was first seized with pain in the back, 
and afterwards with violent flooding. You 
will recollect, that in the case to which I 
alluded the other day, the first symptom 
was violent flooding ; but bere the patient 
first had pain in the back, and then violent 
flooding ensued. The cause in that instance 
was different. The case which I showed 
you the other day, was one of what is called. 
common fibrous tumour of the womb, which 
usually has nothing cancerous in it; but in 
that case a circumstance occurred which is 
very unusual. The tumour had produced ul- 
ceration and more or less scirrhus, but that 
was a subsequent occurrence. The white 
fibrous tumour usually seen in the substance 
of the womb, is seldom attended with any 
inconvenience besides its bulk ; but in that 
woman, after it had existed for some time, 


* The number of patients who are thus carried 
of peasy Some startling list to be laid before the 


eyes of the governors of this institation, Such re- 
sults are shamefully frequent.—Hosp. Rep. 
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it produced ulceration of the top of the ca- 
vity, and then the patient was seized with 
violent flooding. 

In this woman the case was one originally 
of true scirrhus, and therefore the pain in 
the back was the first symptom, and some- 
time afterwards the flooding began. From 


cecum, and the end of the large intestines, 
—the rectum. So also with regard to the 


| heart, the most frequent disease at any par- 


ticular spot is at the openings. ‘The valves 
are most frequently diseased. The most 


| usual situation of disease is at the termina- 
| tion of the heart, i.e. of the left ventricle 


that time she passed large clots of blood, |in the aorta, or the rise of the aorta from 
three or four times a day, and experienced the left ventricle, whichever you choose, 
severe pain. She had also constant pain of 
the lower part of the hypogastric region, 
the situation where the disease is most in- 
tense. There we shall probably find the 
greatest ulceration. This pain was much 


on p e: on examination | 
found the neck and the margin of the os uteri 
indurated and very tender. There was a 


very offensive discharge, and she had also | 


some symptoms in the chest. A quantity 
of thin frothy mucus had been spit up, but 
at her admission it was yellow, bearing the 
appearance of pus. We heard respiration 
perfectly on both sides of the chest, but 
there was rather more on the right side 
than the left, and I fancied there was pec- 
toriloquy. A query was put as to whether 
there was pectoriloquy or not. The case 
was so doubtful, that 4 could not say whe- 
ther there was or was not pectoriloquy, 
though I did not admit that there was; 
yet there appeared something like it. There 
was great emaciation of the body, the 
tongue was moist, and the bowels were 
confined. 

Treatment.—In this unfortunate case we 
could only mitigate ptoms and sup 
the strength. I therefore allowed her por- 
ter, meat, and wine, and she took the mu- 
riate of morpbia night and morning to re- 
lieve the pain, and the symptoms were not 
aggravated before death took place. ‘There 
was considerable pain, considerable dis- 
charge, increased emaciation, and increased 
debility, until she sank. The muriate of 
morphia was necessarily increased, and 
whatever food she desired she had. 

Post-mortem appearances.—Here you see 
the uterus, which is much firmer than it 
ought to be; but it is not enlarged in its 
cavity nor in its walls. Here you see the 
same circumstance illustrated as in the 
instance of the man whose case we have 
just now considered, namely, it is the end 
of the uterus that is the most diseased part, 
the termination of the uterus in the vagina. 
It is at the extremity of canals or cavities, 
that you find organic disease the most fre- 
quent and severe ; it is a curious circum- 
stance, but one that is not explained at 
— Organic disease of the uterus usual- 
ly commences in the neck, and about the os 
uteri ; just as in the alimentary canal, they 
commence at the end of the esophagus, —the 
cardia,—the end of the stomach,—the py- 
lorus,—the end of the small intesti 


The disease here is situated in the neck of 
the womb and the margin of the os uteri. 
There is most extensive ulceration, and the 
parts are indurated, exactly like the man’s 
pylorus. 

The chief pain was said to be in the left 
side, and you perceive that the disease is 
much more severe on the left side than 
where else. Here is the rectum, and here 
the bladder. The uterus is eaten away much 
more on the left side than on the right. 
Whenever you see such great disease 
within, you may expect adhesion without. 
In the case of the lungs, when there are 
tubercles in the substance near the surface, 
you find adhesions outside. Nature en- 
deavours as much as possible to prevent 
mischief, by glueing the external parts 
together, so that when the tubercle 
within soften, if it should open towards 
the P sage the parts being all glued 
together, there may be no communication 
between the lungs and the —_ of the 
pleura. So here, in this woman, the parts 
all around the diseased portion have be- 
come glued together, to put off the evil 
day when communication would take place 
between the internal diseased portion and 
the cavity of the pelvis. It is a general 
law in disease; but you see that the 
affection has extended very much indeed 
to the left side, in the t mass, 
nearly to the bones of the pelvis. When the 
the womb is so much diseased, there is gene- 
rally more or Jess affection about the ovaries 
and the ligaments. Here is one portion er- 
larged and cartilaginous, and another quite 
dropsical, dilated into a large cyst. On dis- 
section [ think it will be found that this is 
a fallopian tube, closed, dilated, and become 
dropsical. There is this difference between 
the present case and the one I showed you 
the other day, of white fibrous tumour, 
That, though usually an innocent affection, 
in this particular case had degenerated 
into scirrhus, and caused malignant ulcera- 
tion, having begun as a circumscribed de- 
posit in the substance of the womb. This 
case was originally scirrhous induration of 
the neck and mouth of the womb, which 
went on to ulceration and cancer, 
therefore this is an instance of open can- 
cer of the womb, or the last state of 
scirrhus. The other disease was long attend- 
ed with no pain, but this was attended 
with very great pain, and of course there 
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trust Have been flooding from the extent of 
the dceration: This was not an old wo- 


mah. She was 40, and it is about that). 


of life when the disease begins to be 
common ; but it appeared that she had 
just been pregnant. This affection most fre- 
pe occurs in women who have never 
t, or have long ceased to be 
so. You rarely find that when it occurs 
in married women, it is soon after delivery, 
but in this casé it appears that the patient 
had brought forth a child, nota great length 
of time before the disease began. 
I mentioned that she had bad cough and ex- 
ora of pus, and that there appeared 
be imperfect pectoriloqay. Now when 
théré is no cavity iti the lungs, no ulcération, 
but the bronchial tubes are greatly dilated, 
You then have imperfect pectcriloquy. Jt is 
mentioned by Laetinec, that if the bronchial 
tabes be dilated to a t size they are 
tantdmouiit toa cavity. Youmay always hear 
pectoriloquy over the great bronchiw, and if 
small bronchia become great ones, and 
ey adhere a it many of thein together, 
whan the ta king You hear a’cor- 
itig sound of thé voice. I fincied 
in this éasé, would not be 
6 was pectoriloquy, and we put down 
plithisis?” with a PA of inte tion, 
and loquy?” likewise. It ap- 
pane t there are a large number of 
hial tubes dilated to a great amontit, 
lying by the side of each other. This is 
er @ raré occurrence, but one whith 
has accurately described by Laennéc. 
It i¢ conithon to see one or midre distinct 
bronchial tubes enlarged, but to see Such a 
‘vast number all énla together, is a véry 
fare circumstance: Some of them are ten 
times larger than their natural size. You 
friay ear pectoriloquy 
trachea, by placing the stetlioscope over 
the windpipé of your friend, and if many 
Siiall ramifications of the wind-pipe be 
Gilated, of course the sound will approach to 
that which ig constantly heard in the trachea, 
fthd you have a$ good péctoriloquy as over 
thé bronchie themselves. Cruvelhier gives 
& ety delineation of the disease of the 
stomach, which I have shown you to-day. 
Héré (showing the plate) is a very good case 
of Scitrhous pylorus. Here is the stomach 
greitly dilated, and then comes the narrow 
ine into the duodenum. It is etactly 
the specimen. Here is a representa- 
tion, thé same aithor of a very large 
White tumour of the womb. The 
tuthotir is immense, and is contained in the 
substaticée ; exactly like the dne you saw 
the other day, only that this is gigantic. 
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GENERAL PRINCIPLES 
Or THE 
SYMPTOMOLOGICAL EXPLORATION OF 
DISEASES OF THE EYES, 


BY 
PROFESSOR HIMLEY 
OF GOTTINGEN, 
(Translated from the German.*) 


[Tarts excellent essay has been printed for 
private circulation by Professor Himley. 
We are indebted to one of his pupils for a 
copy of it; and in consequence of the ex- 
treme value of the essay, are induced to 
give a full translation of it, instead of the 
customary analysis. The Archives Géné- 
rales de Médecine, in its number for No- 
vember, also contains @ translation of this 
pamphlet. We deem it necessary, how- 
ever, to &tate, that our version is from the 


original German. 


EXPLORATION OF THE EYE. 


I, The of the eye being situ- 
ated at on eke the , while the 
deeply-seated portions are covered but by 
membranes and fluids, the ex- 
amination of this organ is chiefly accom: 
plished by inspection. 

ll. This inspection, consequently, re- 
uires a sufficient light. The ordinary 
light of a fine day is generally sufficient, 
and in cases where more powerful light is 
quired; for example, in order to see dis- 
tinctly the bottom of the eye, or to examine 
the structure of the iris, the distribution of 
its vessels, &c., it may be obtained either 
by reflecting the luminous ravs on the eye 
by means of a mirror, or — 
them by a lens of sufficient strength pl 
before the eye at a suitable distance, or 
supported on the nose in the manner of 
spectacles. In every case it must previ- 
ously be ascertained if the eye can bear; 
without great inconvenience, the irritation 
of so intense a light. Care must be taken 
that the focus of the lens should not fall on 
the retina directly. In cases requiring this 
mode of inspection, it is important to re- 
member that when the ioterior of the eve is 
strongly illuminated, it loses its black hue, 
and becomes greyish, cloudy, or greenish, 
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rs. 
__ When the eyes do not bear the light well, 
yy should only be examined on a dull 
iy, if the is to be minute and 
g-continued. In fact, by a strong light 
the spasm of the orbicularis palpe- 
, the globe of the eye is often com- 
pletely covered, and the flow of tears also 
nders the view imperfect, Under such 
circumstances, it is perfectty useless to at- 
tempt to open the eyelids peg For this 
purpose the patient must be placed in a 
milder light. 


111, The eyelids often oppose a great ob- 
Stacle to the inspection of the eyes. 

. @. In cases where there is a dread 

light, we must mitigate its power as alread 
tioned. If we act otherwise, we ris 

an increased contraction of the constrictor, 

or the determination of a trichiasis, or an 

eversion of the eyelid from relaxation, such 

tis seen after the ophthalmia of new-born 

ildren, 

6. In intractable children, violence is 
highly hurtful. We must in such a case 
éndeavour to make them look at something 
which can excite their curiosity, while we 
Appear to pay no attention to the eye. 

ec. Sometimes, though rarely, the inspec- 
tea of the eye is impeded by a paralysis of 

e levator muscle of the upper eyelid. We 
can readily, however, obviate this difficulty 
ourselves, 

1V. Another obstacle arises from the iris, 
Which, in an increased light, almost com- 
pletely hides the interior of the globe ; the 
dilatation of the iris may, however, be de- 
termined by the local use of various narcotic 
medicaments. The most efficacious is a so- 
lution of the extract of hyosciamus in the 

rtion of a scruple to two drachms of 
tilled water. ‘The dilatation thus pro- 
duced, usually lasts five or six hours. 
hen the eyes are excessively sensitive, 
the application of a well-prepared hyoscia- 
mus plaster in their vicinity will sometimes 
be sufficient, but it will often fail. If the 
action of these means is again invalidated 
by opacities of the cornea, diminished mo- 
bility of the iris, &c., recourse must be 
had to extract of belladonna in equal or 
weaker strength of solution. The be 
donna, however, must only be used in ex- 
ceptional cases, as its action is, generally 
speaking, of unnecessary power and dura- 
tion. While those substances are employ- 
ed, the patient should carefully avoid any 
accidental exposure to intense light, lest 
the preternaturally exposed retina may be 
injured. 1t should not be forgotten, either, 
that the fading of the black colour of the 
igment at the bettom of the eye, during 
ae action of these remedies, is not always a 


symptom of disease, but generally thee 


of the enlargement of the pupil. A 
degree of this expansion may be obtai 

by closing the opposite eye, or placing it in 
darkness. 

V. The most favourable light will ocea- 
sionally dazzle if it be not suitably reflected. 
The fault sometimes lies with the observer, 
who places the patient in an unsuitable por 
sition, for example, in an ment lighted 
from several sides by which the eye is irr! 
tated, and the secretion of tears occasioned. 
Again, if the surgeon be awkwardly placed 
he will see nothing in the eye but his own 
portrait in miniature. I have thus seen 
persons pretending to discover a white un- 
dulating speck in the eye, this speck being 
nothing more than the reflection of the ex- 

iner’s nail, reflected from the eyelid on 
which it was placed., But sometimes thé 
operator cannot be blamed, when, for in- 
stance, the cornea has partly lost its trans- 
parency from disease, when it is cut into 
facettes by the cicatrices of ulceratiob; or 
when the iris is placed unusually closé to 
it, in consequence of a diminution in the 

uantity of the aqueous humour. Thus, iu 

e operation for cataract by extraction, the 
surgeon has probably placed the diseased 
eye in correct relation to the light at the 
commencement of the operation, but when 
the aqueous humour has » the same 
position often ceases to be appropriates 
especially when the thin cornea is des 

ressed. In some.cases, lastly, long eye~ 
ashes may at first deceive an inexperienced 
examiner. 

VI. To give the eye we wish to explore 
the suitable direction to the light, we must 
desire the patient to look fixedly at some 
moveable object, the position of which is 
altered until the direction of the eye suits 
our purpose. By means of this object, 
a finger, for example, which serves for @ 
mark, and which we can move upwards 
and downwards, to the right and left, we 
can direct the eye as if we held it on @ 
wire. 

Vil. When it is necessary to judge of 
the superficial or deep situation of an object, 
placed at the exterior or interior of the 
eye, we must not be satisfied by looking 
straight at the eye. We must also examine 


la- | it sidewa: 


VIII, Should any 

ing the ition ject—viz. 
— it be before or behind the 
iris, in the case where it touches the edges 
of this membrane, we must then change 
the diameter of the pupil by the means de- 
scribed in Section four. If the object en- 
larges by the increase of this opening, the 
conclusion is, that it lies behind the iris, 
IX. In ordinary examinations, the ope- 
rator's naked eye, if a good one, is sufficient 
without assistance. But, in many 


alterations which may occasion diagnostic | 
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cases, it is useful to employ a lens of mid- 
dle example, the cataract spec- 
tacles. This is especially advantageous, 
when it is desirable to ascertain slight 
changes in the iris, and also certain de- 
scriptions of cataracts. A glass of this 
kind, placed before the eye, may also serve 
at the same time for its increased illami- 
nation. 

X. In cases where the examination of 
the eye requires the application of the 
finger, it must be done with precaution and 
with care, that the hands are not too cold 


or dirty, or, above all, impregnated with the 
contagious principles of small-pox, measles, | 
or syphilis. Equal care should be taken 
for his own sake by the operator when he 
has occasion to touch suppurating eyelids. 

XI. Perfect examination of the eyes em- 
braces a great number of points ; neverthe- 
less every diserse of the eyes does not re- | 

ire the minute examination pointed out 

the subjoined paragraphs. 

XII. At first, attention should be directed 
to the situation of the eyes, and their posi- 
tion more or less superficial or deep-seated. 
We must examine whether they approxi- 
mate or are each I 
both are lel or sunk down at either 
angle. Their habitual direction should also 
be noted 


XIII. We must then ascertain the man- 
ner in which the eyes are protected by the 
frontal tuberosities ; the eyebrows, eye- 
lids, and lashes; the number, thickness, 
length, and colour of the last. 

AIV. Ina great number of cases we must 
also examine the parts adjoining the internal 
angle of the eye, to note the state of the 
lachrymal sac, and ascertain if it be swelled, 


red, presents any wound or cicatrix, or if 
its sensibility be excessive. Inold men, or 
even in young persons, who shut the eyes 
with more than ordinary frequency, we often | 
find near the region of the lachrymal sae 
the skin hanging down in a little pouch. 
This is occasioned by the continual action | 
of the constrictor muscle. We should also 
explore the entire region surrounding the 
eyelids, especially superiorly and infe- 
riorly, for cicatrices in these parts fre- 
quently give rise to deviations in the direc- 
tion of the eyelids, and may be accompa- 
nied by a permanent injury of the nerves 
and vessels therein distributed. 

- XV. The points which should fix our 
attention in the examination of the eyelids | 
are very numerous. Are they red, swelled, | 
shining, scarred? Are they widely or nar- | 
rowly disposed? Iftheir opening be narrow, 
is this position hebitual or induced by mus- | 


cular constriction? Are their edges turned | 
outwards by the relaxation of the orbicular | 
muscle, or directed to the globe of the eye 


by its abnormal 


contraction? Is the wink 


ing of the frequent or slow? Do the 
eyelids tremble, or are convulsively 
agitated?) What is the relation existing 


between the action of the elevator and con- 
strictor muscles? Are the eyelids but little 

ted through want of force or duration 
in the action the first, or through the 
spasmodic contraction of the second? Does 
this contraction depend on extreme sensi- 
bility of the eye to light? Is the patient 
near-sighted, and thence alone in the habit 
of extreme contraction of the eyelids? Is 
the free edge of the lids even, or does it 
present erosions, ulcerations, cicatrices, or 
excrescences? Does the inner surface, es- 
pecially of the lower eyelid, when gently 
turned outwards, offer a normal appear- 
ance, or is it excessively red, velvety, and 
swelled in consequence of an affection of 
the meibomean glands? Does there exist 
any cyst developed in the thickness of the 


‘eyelid? Are the lashes correctly placed? Is 


ere a superabundant secretion of mucus in 
the form of filaments, lumps, or incrusta- 
tions at the angles of the oT. on the edges 
of the eyelids, or on the lashes? Are the 
puncta lachrymalia swollen, abnormally red, 
narrow, enlarged, ved, enclosing any 
foreign body, correctly directed to the eye, 
or marked with ancient cicatrices ? 

XVI. The caruncula lachrymalis should 
be examined as to its size, redness, whether 
it is garnished with hard hairs, or partly or 
totally wanting. Is the conjunctive tume- 
fied, red, ulcerated, or involving any foreign 
body? Such are the questions the most 
important to be resolved on an attentive 
examination. 

XVII. Whex it is desired to know if 
there b: any foreign body between the inner 
edge of the eyelids and the surface of the 
globe, the lower lid should be sufficiently 


| everted by the finger applied externally, 


while the globe is directed upwards until 
the conjunctival union between the globe 
and eyelid is brought into view. If we 
wish to explore the internal surface of the 
upper eyelid, we gently lay hold of a fold 
of skin near its margin, by two fingers of 
one or both bands, and lift it upwards, 
while the eye is directed downwards and 
outwards towards the cheek. This explora- 
tion is rendered less difficult by indlising 
the patient’s head backwards. 

XVIII. As to the globe of the eve, consi- 
dered as a whole, we must examine the 
volume, movements, and direction of each 
eye separately and relatively to that of the 
opposite side, recollecting that a slight 
difference of size is a frequent congenital 
formation. Attention should also be paid to 
the manner in which the organ is moistened, 
and to its degree of tension. 

XIX. As tothe conjunctiva, we must ob- 
serve the mode in which it adheres to the 


cornea and sclerotic, and to its condition 
in the parts where it is reflected on the 
inner surface of the eyelids. In these 
places the membrane is uently swollen 
to such an extent as to excite immediate 
notice. This disposition is principally seen 
at the limit of the cornea and sclerotic, at 
which point the conjunctiva is frequently 
lifted up in the form of a circular swelling, 
turning a little over the cornea, and which, 
on a superficial examination, might lead to 
the suspicion of alteration in the anterior 
chamber itself. Another point where this 
puffing up is still more decided, is where 
the conjunctiva is reflected on the lower 
eyelid. There this membrane often projects 
forwards in the shape of a cushion, which 
sometimes covers almost the entire of the 
inferior segment of the eye. In a lesser 
degree, this relaxation in the adhesions of 
the conjunctiva, is only remarked when the 
patient moves the globe of the eye. 

Attention will then be given to the num- 
ber and thickness of the conjunctival ves- 
sels. It will be borne in mind, that in many 
cases the white of the eye, which at the 
first sight appears completely free from 
vascularity, reddens sooner or later when 
the eyelids and globe of the eye are for 
some time pressed together. 

Generally there will be little difficulty in 
distinguishing the vessels belonging to the 
conjunctiva, and not to the sclerotic, by 
their more superficial position, their greater 
size, more extensive course, and the facility 
with which they are displaced. When a 
development of vessels takes place simulta- 
neously in the le nats and sclerotic, 
the first are frequently seen gliding over the 
others during the motions of the eye. It is 
moreover in the cases of alteration of the 
ocular brane, that lateral in- 
spection is frequently instructive, by dis- 
covering deficiencies, minute ulcers, unper- 
ceived excrescences, which occur princi- 
pally in that part of the membrane which 
adheres the most to the cornea, which then 
presents frequently an appearance of fa- 
cettes, or a dull, almost velvety aspect. 

XX. The cornea also should be examined 
anteriorly and laterally. We must observe 
the degree of its convexity, transparency, 
and polish of surface ; we must notice whe- 
ther a zone of vessels exists at its periphery 
between it and the sclerotic, whether any 
knotty isolated capillaries extend over it 
and lose themselves in its thickness. As 
to the opaque circle observed in old people, 
this is known to constitute a disposition 
peculiar to advanced age. 

XXI. As to the sclerotic, it is absolutely 
necessary to examine it throughout with 
great care, to find if any projections, blueish 


points, or ulcerated hollows. The vessels 
of this membrane 


are distinguished from 


those of the conjunctiva, by the smallness 
of their curves and the immobility of their 
ition. 

XXII. The iris in its turn demands the 
most attentive examination, and one which 
bears on a great number of circumstances. 

a. Relatively to its colour, in order to 
establish the diagnosis of the malady, we 
must take care to observe chiefly whether 
it does not present in some points a morbid 
redness, for iritis, whether chronic or acute, 
is much more frequently met with than the 
generality of surgeons or even of oculists 
imagine. Attention will especially be given 
to the internal vascular circle, which most 
frequently reddens, and generally before the 
other. Sometimes also a morbid develop- 
ment of vessels is met without inflammation, 
as I have remarked, for example in hydrop- 
thalmia, and once also in a case of incipient 
cancer. In this case my attention was 
first excited by a reddish tint, which the 
transparent cornea seemed to present when 
I looked at it laterally, so as to see through 
the anterior chambers, ‘This tint, which I 
would willingly consider an opaline reflec- 
tion of the cornea, appeared to me to arise 
chiefly from the redness of the iris behind 
it, for hitherto a careful examination of the 
iris has commonly shown in this case, red 
vessels very distinctly in this membrane ; 
and when by the local employment of 
hyosciamus, | determined a more marked 
dilatation of the iris, and thus occasioned a 
contraction of the vessels. I saw, at the 
same time, that the opaline reflection of the 
cornea disappeared. But in some cases I 
have found red alteration either in the iris 
or the qualities of the aqueous humour, 

b. Besides the redness I have thus al- 
luded to, we must observe, if the colour of 
the iris is not altered; if this membrane 
has not become of a blueish grey, as is seen 
in consequence of iritis. 

c. When we meet an eve which has 
rapidly changed toa greenish from its ori- 
ginal blue ; and if this disposition has been 

receded by any cir tance which might 
have imparted a slight red or yellowish 
tint to the aqueous humour, as for example, 
a trifling sanguineous extravasation in a state 
of incipient absorption, we must not thus 
be led into error, and take as a coloration 
of the iris, which depends only on the me- 
dium through which it is viewed. It is 
scarcely necessary to remark, moreover, that 
an irregular tint of the iris is not alwaysa 
morbid circumstance ; since it is by no 
means unusual to see healthy irides differ- 
ently variegated and shaded, prosecuting, 
for instance, a grey back ground with brown 
segments of various sizes. 


(To be coneluded.) 


MR. GOss ON COLCHICUM TH REDRALGIA. 


CASES OF 
NEURALGIA 
stccessPULLY TREATED WiTH THE 
COLCHICUM AUTUMNALE. 


By Westox Goss, Esq., Surgeon, Davlish.| of 


I nave read with much interest a case of 
tie douloureux in the finger, as related in 


Tas Lancer of the 8th December, by Dr. | Th 


Elliotson, for which various medicines have 
bééh exhibited without success. The peru- 
Sal of this cise has brought to my recollec- 
tion many examples of neurslgic affection, 
perhaps of a less severé character than the 
one referred tu, because of shorter duration, 
and several of which | have been fortunate 
enough to relieve. There are two remedial 
figents which | observe lave not been 
employed in this man’s case, although one 
of them is spoken of in commendation, as 
applicable to those cases which proceed 
from a rheumatic affection of the sensitive 
nerves, I allude to the colchicum, and ni- 
trate 9g silver, the former of which has 
eee eminently successful in my practice. 

heumatic pains in the nerves are often 
effectually relieved by the colchicum, but 
in sith cases thé cure will generally be 
effected more slowly thah in the following 
éxamples, and will thus correspond with the 
action of that medicine, in rheumatism, af- 


fecting the li t and apoheurotic 
expansions. 1 have algo observed, that 
when the disease puts on a fegular inter- 
mitting character, it is much more success- 
fully combated by this remedy. 


No. 1.—Case of Quotidian Neuralgia affect- 
ing the Middle-finger of the Right-Hand. 
March 14th, 1830. Mrs. H. etat. 30, a 
delicate female of an atrabilious tempera- 
ment, had been suffering for some days 
from a severe pain in the middle-finger of 
the right-hand. The attack came on at 
three a.m. She was suddenly awakened 
from her sleep by a pricking sensation in 
the extremity of the finger; this soon 
came more severe, and at length agonizing 
in the extreme ; she compared the way to 
that which would be occasioned by ap- 
lication to the bone and nerves of a red- 
t cutting instrument ; her neighbours 
Were disturbed by her screams. This ex- 
cessive anguish continued until five o'clock, 
when her sufferings became somewhat al- 
leviated ; from that time the pain gradually 
, and by nine o’clock a.m. she was 
nearly free, a slight degree of numbness 
only remaining. The disease returned re- 
guiarly every mothitig at the same hour. 


She had once before suffered from what 
she termed brow ague (an intermittin 
neuralgia affecting the frontal branches « 
the first division of the fifth), which she 
says was relieved by leeches and blisters. 
There was no fever or other indication « 


were first relieved by a brisk aperient, and 
she afterwards took pil, aloes e myrrh gr, 
v., quing sulph. gr. ij every four hours, 
ese medicines were continued for el 
days without affording any relief, when t 

dose of quinine was increased to three 
grains ; and at night she took hydr. sub- 
mur. gr. vj, opii dur. gr. ij, antim. tart. 


gr. 4. 

20th. No progress had been made to- 
wards removing the complaint; and her 
health began to suffer, the pain was but 
|slightly and temporarily relieved by the 
jopium. Ordered to take vin. sem. colchi 
igtt. xxx, three times a day. On the fol- 
jlowing morning the pain was mueh les- 
| sened, and the attack did not come on unti 
four a.m., an bour later than usual. 
|continued the medicine for some days, but 
| there was no return of the disease. 


No. 2.—Case of Tertian Neuralgia affecting 
the Orbital % Frontal Branches of 
Jirst Division of the Fifth Nerve. 

October 26th, 1852. Samuel Cox, stat. 
56, a strong and healthy countryman, 
plied to me for advice hor a most painful 
affection of the nerves of the left orbit and 
brow. The patoxysm came on every other 
day at noon, and continued until four o'clock 
f>- He had had two attacks before I saw 

im. Although a man of strong nerve and 
great courage, he was quite unable to bear up 
against the torments of the disease. He 
described his sufferings by saying, that it 
felt as if a large nail was being driven into 
his brow by the repeated blows of a heavy 
hammer. During the fit he would roll on 
his bed or on the floor, and to use his own 
expression, he ‘ bellowed like a bull.” 
After the attack he found his strength much 


be- | reduced ; felt giddy and much shaken, as if 


his system had suffered from some severe 
shock; he was pallid, and his countenance 
was much distressed. There was no fever 
resent, or any visible derangement of 
ealth, saving a thin white coat u 
the tongue. I should have stated, that 
he bad laboured under an inveterate form 
of ague about thirty-two years since, for 
which he was treated during a period of 
three months in a French hospital, and for 
the same disease he was ten months in the 
Deal hospital, from both of which he was 
discharged as incurable—never had rheu- 


a constitutional derangement, the temperature 
the part was not increased, nor was there 
any tenderness on . The bowels 


DEATH OF DR. SPURZHEIM.: 


The fit came 
Continued the quinine in three- 
grain doses every five hours during the in- 
termission. 

29. Ten a.m, The premonitory symptoms 
of the impending fit were Pulse 
full and strong: V.S.ad 3xij. Pt. me- 
dicam. 

31. The disease had not yielded in the 
least. He gave up the quinine and took 
Vin. Si colehici gtt. xxx, three times a day. 

Nov. 2. Pain much Jess severe. After 
this date he had one slight attack ; since 
which he has hed no return. 


No. 3.—Case of Neuralgia in the Upper 
Molar Teeth on the Left Side. 
Mr: C, wtat. 40 in March last, called 
me to sanction the removal of one of 
molar teeth, wliicti he considered to be 
the cause of a most severe pain in the jaw 
under Which he was then labouring; the 
pain, although more sevére in one tooth 
than in the others, was still more general 
than is tsual; the todth was decayed, and 
was at the time filled with platinum, 1 
Struck thé tooth with some force, but the 
wy was not increased by the vibration. 
fillifig was removed, and he was desired 
to await the following day, in the hope that 
after the metal had beer taken out which 
inight have pressed upon the nerve, the pain 
might subside: On the following day the 
pain still continued; but on being ques- 
tioned, lie allowed that it differed from com- 
thn toothache. Heat, cold, and vibration, 
were all applied without increasing the 
« I told him that I did not consider that 
felief would be obained by the rethoval 
of the tooth. He consented to defer it, and 
took Vin. S. colchici gtt. xxx, three times a 
day. The third dose gave him perfect ease, 
and he lids been quite free from pain from 
that time: 


Remarks. 


1 feed not cite other cases in proof of 
tlie efficacy of colchicum in neuralgia, and 
paren if the periotiical form of that 

isease. J cannot presume to hope, that 
éither the lunar caustic or the colchicum 
Will relieve Dr. Elliotson’s patient. These 
metlicinés are, ii my opinion, extremely 
efficacious ; and as they have not been tried 
in his case, there still remains a ray of hope 
to illuminate the dark and dreary horizon 
of this poor sufferer's existence, 1 should 
be inclined to regard favourably the fre- 


thingés in the situation of disease 
téhiling to show its ofigiti in 


derangement rather than in i 
of structure ; but it must not Be forgotten, 


that intractable cases of neuralgia may, and 
frequently do, arise from the very con- 
tinuance of the disease, from the constant 
impression upon the nerve, by which it ac- 
quires a morbid irritability which becomes 
atlength incurable. This is commo: 
seen in chronic diseases, in which, after the 
diseased part has been removed, or the cure 
otherwise accomplished, the part still con- 
tines to be as painfully affected as before. I 
cannot conceive, that the question of am- 
putation, in such a case as that of Dr. Elliot- 
son, can be entertained. It is true that 
the division of thé nerve has proved inef- 
fectual from two catises; 1st, it is found 
that the disease may be above the part 
divided, and, secondly, the netve becomes 
again united. If the former be the case, 
amputation will not avail; if the latter, the 
removal of a portion of the nerve will meet 
the difficulty, as in the case related by Mr, 
Abernethy in his works, so that in no such 
case can amputation be recommended. 

Dawlish, Devon, Det. 18th, 1852. 

P.S. 1 might add some interesting cases 
in which, the colchicum having failed, the 
carbonate of iron has proved most effica- 
cious, but will not intrude further. 


LONDON PHRENOLOGICAL 
SOCIETY. 


December 2nd, 1832. 


Samvee Carter Hart, Esq., co-editor 
of the New Monthly Magazine, was elected 


an ordinary member. George Frankum, 
Esq., surgeon, and John Graeff, Esq. soli- 
citor, were proposed as ordinary members, 

A demonstration of the head of Cicero 
was made by the Marquis Moscati, 


December 17th. 
Dr. Exriorson, President. 


—— Halliwell, Esq,, solicitor; and —— 
Herring, Fsq., and —— Pothecary, Esq., 
surgeons, were elected ordinary members 
George Barnard Towsend, Fsq., solicitor, 
and Frederick Muller, Esq., solicitor, were 


proposed as ordinary members. 


CHARACTER AND LABOURS OF 
DR. SPURZHEIM. 


The Prestpext then addressed the So- 
ciety in nearly the following words :— 

Getithiinet, it is my painful duty to an- 
nounce to you the death of Dr. Spurzheim, 
1 have received a letter from a genileman 
in America, whom I have not the pleasure 
of knowing, and with your permission will 
read it :— 


aot 
at bedtime. 
= 
= 
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« Boston, Nov. 16, 1832. | the association as a body should attend the 
« Dear Sir,—Jt is with great grief that I funeral obsequies of the deceased ; that they 
inform of the death of Dr. Spurzheim. | should recommend to their fellow citizens the 
He died in this city on the 10th instant, at opinions of the deceased on the improve- 
eleven o'clock p.m., after an illness of about ments of their system of education, and 
three weeks. The loss of this distinguished especially in what relates to the development 
man is felt in this country to be very great of the physical powers and moral disposi- 
and afflictive. His visit here has been of the tions ; and as could no more expect to 
most interesting character, and all who be-| bear them from the lips of their lamented 
came in any degree acquainted with aang pee pee should lose no time in making 
were sincerely his friends and admirers, a practical application of them to the existing 
His benevolent disposition, his learning, | state of their institutions for the culture of 
and, above all, his practical knowledge, the human mind. After the funeral service 
won him the good will and ct of this|a eulogy was to be pronounced by Dr. 
community. ‘Though here but a few weeks, Foller, and an ode, written for the occasion 
the impression made by his lectures was! by the Rev. Mr. Pierpont, to be sung by the 


deep, and it will be lasting. 

“It was my privilege to be with him 
frequently while in health, and almost con- 
stantly while sick. I enclose a paper con- 
taining a particular statement of his case by 
Dr, Jackson. It was suggested to me that 
you might be gratified in receiving it. I 
therefore took the liberty to write, for 
which J trust no apology is 
With great respect your obedient servant, 

Corer, 
Of the firm of Marsh, Coper, and 
Lyon, Booksellers. 

To Dr. Eliiotson, London, G.B.” 

The newspaper which I received, is the 
Columbian Sentinel of Nov.10. It contains 
a long account of Dr. Spurzheim’s case, and 
of the post-mortem appearances, which I 
need not read, as there is nothing at all 
striking. The disease is said to have been 
continued fever. I should rather say it was 
remittent fever, predi to by exertion, 
and excited by malaria. A short obituary 
notice, printed separately, was also en- 
closed to me, from which it appears that he 
had completed a course of lectures on phre- 
nology, at Boston, within one lecture, when 
he could continue no longer, and indeed his 
friends had implored him to refrain from 
lecturing some days before. His lectures 
had excited the greatest interest, and been 
attended by the best-educated persons, both 
of our profession and of other pursuits. 

attention appears to have been paid 


aydn-and-Mozart Society. The body was 
re interred in Mount Auburn Cemetery, 
Greatly as the loss of Dr. Spurzheim is 
to be deplored, | have no doubt, that, from 
the perversity of human nature, his death 
will occasion phrenology to flourish with 
The death of Dr. Gall, 


to 


‘increased vigour. 
|in Paris, was followed by the 


.;ment of a Phrenological Society in that 


capital, All efforts at the formation of one 
were fruitless during his life. Mankind, 
videt, fas' 
idem.”” 

Dr. Spurzheim was the greatest of Gall’s 
disciples. He studied assiduously under 
Gall, then laboured with him, and after- 
wards alone. Gall had made the chief of 
his great discoveries in the anatomy and 
physiology of the brain, had published and 
was lecturing on the subject in Vienna, 
when Dr. Spurzheim, who at the time was 
a tutor in the family of a nobleman to whom 
Gall was physician, was struck with Gall’s 
doctrines, and commenced the study of me- 
dicine. Gall was condemned to banishment 
for his doctrines, and Dr. Spurzheim was 
the only pupil that was willing to accom- 
pany his master in exile. He was engaged 
at a salary by Dr. Gall as a dissector and 
phrenological secretary. Under Gall’s di- 
rections he was constantly employed in 
making observations and dissections, and 
consulted all authors whose works referred 


Eve 

him daring his illness ; and, after his d 
every respect to have been shown to his 
memory. At aspecial meeting of the Bos- 
ton Medical Association, held at the Mas- 
sachuset’s Medical College, it was unani- 
mously resolved, that the members of the 
Society viewed the decease of Dr. Spurz- 
heim, and the termination of bis labours, as 
a calamity to mankind, and in an especial 
manner to that country; that a respectful 


letter should be addressed to his friends 
in Europe, by the secretary of the associa- 
tion, detailing an account of bis labours, his 
illness and death, and the expression of 


public respect paid to his memory ; 


»| to the 


bjects of Gall's inquiries. As en- 
couragement to others, 1 may mention 
that Gall told me it was six months before 
he could teach Dr. Spurzheim to dissect a 
brain well: for many men with clever 
heads have awkward fingers. Yet many of 
us know how beautifully he dissected it in 
this country. Gall also informed me, that 
after Spurzheim had joined him, and they 
visited prisons together and other public 
receptacles, in which Gall was in the habit 
of declaring the character of the inmates, 
his pupil would sometimes pull him back, 
and intreat him not to hazard such decided 


that | opinions ; so fearful was Dr. Spurzheim for 


| establish- 


? 
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some time that the science was not equal 
to such applications. 

Dr. Spurzheim is supposed to have dis- 
covered certain faculties, and the situation of 
several new organs. Gall had left some parts 
of the brain unassigned ; the correspond- 
ing parts of the skull are marked in Gall's 
original views of the cranium, with stars. 
Gall allowed a faculty for judging of time 
and snother for judging of order ; but did not 

tend to know the locality of those organs. 
Spureim thought he discovered it. Gall 
allowed the faculty of conscientiousness, 
but did not assign it a locality, nor was 
he even satisfied that the faculty was distinct. 
Spurzheim did, and of course placed it 
among the organs of the moral sentiments. 
Spurzheim also thought he had discovered | 
faculties and organs for judging of weight, 
and size. I must remark, thet if there | 
are these various organs, their situation | 
was comparatively easy to be discovered 
after Gall’s discovery of the situation of the 
classes of organs, as each could only be 
found in the situation of the class to which 
it belonged. Dr. Spurzheim introduced 
some views rather different from Call's, 
and, perhaps, more precise, respecting the 
organs of self-esteem and marvellousness. 
There is great philosophy, and much applica- 
tion of phrenology to education, prison disci- 
pline, &c., injGall’s work. But Dr.Spurzheim 
extended these applications, and wrote 
many excellent works, both in French and 
English, upon various of phrenology. 
He certainly did far more than Gall him- 
self in promulgating the science in this 
country, because he spent a considerable 
portion of time here, and published many 
works in our language, while Gall never 
but once paid us a hasty visit, at which I 
regret to say, he was very coolly received 
even by Dr. Spurzheim’s friends ; and he 
never wrote except in German or French. 

Great as is our Joss of Dr. Spurzheim, | 
feel that phrenology will now make a fresh 
bound, and I trust we shall feel it our duty 
to attempt to supply his place by our joint 
exertions, convinced that, though no one 
person can supply his place, the labours of 
many may compensate for his loss. 

The Prestpgnr then read the following 


paper on the 


PHRENOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENTS IN THE 
HEAD OF SMITHERS THE INCENDIARY, OF 
OXFORD STREET. 


Since the object of our society is two- 
fold, the dissemination of phrenological 
knowledge no less than its increase, a paper 
which contains nothing original, but sup- 
plies an illustration only of the truth of the 
science, will not be unacceptable. Indeed, 
although it is “ee bef years since I be- 


came convinced of phrenology, 


my attention has been too much taken up 
with the observation and investigation of 
disease and the methods of remedying it, to 
attempt augmenting the science by original 
reasoning or observation. Even as a dis- 
seminator I feel conscious of having done 
far toolittle. I founded this society, it is 
true, have written two phrenological cri- 
tiques, contended for the reality of the 
science in the notes of my three last editions 
of Blumenbach's Physiology,” and written 
several papers for the Society; but when I 
reflect on the labours of Mr. Combe, as a 
writer and lecturer, and on the labours of 
the editors of the Edinburgh Phrenological 
Journal, and of Dr. Otto of Copenhagen, 
and some others, I feel shame, and my only 
excuse is, that other subjects ore imme- 
diately in the path of my duty have occu- 
pied my attention, and prevented the co: 
lity of my devotion to anything else. My sole 
merit, if I have any, is to have studied the 
subject carefully, before I either condemned 
or defended it, and, when satisfied of its 
truth, to have avowed my conviction in 
spite of the pity and contempt of those of 
my own profession and others, who might 
formerly have been of assistance to me in 
a worldly point of view, and who, with 
others less influential, contributed for a 
time through their expressions of regret, 
to the slowness of my progress, although 
they never had qualified themselves to eu- 
tertain = opinion upon the matter. 

With the majority of those who are un- 
acquainted with phrenology, the correct de- 
claration of a person’s talents and feelings 
by the mere inspection of his head, is the 
method the most calculated to shake incre- 
dulity, and induce willingness to study the 
science. Yet, with the highly informed und 
reflecting, the enunciation of the metaphy- 
sics of phrenology,—of the view which it 
takes of the human mind, without any re- 
ference to the brain or cranium, is sufficient 
to show its great probability and its worthi- 
ness of being studied, Two of the most 
able writers of the present day, the one 
holding the highest rank in the church, the 
other a female whose writings at this mo- 
ment excite the admiration of thousands, 
have not hesitated to avow that the phre- 
nological is the only rational and natural 
view of the mind ; and when we consider, 
that this view was the result of no reflec- 
tion or device, but professes to be the re- 
sult of the observation of the developments 
of the head and their correspondence with 
talent and character, the solid foundation 
of phrenology at once becomes in the highest 
degree probable, and the whole science be- 
comes deserving of the investigation of 
every intellectual person. 

But notwithstanding the true declaration 
of a character from the simple examination 
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development of the heed with the kaon 

r of an individual, is one item in 
the solid of the science ; and the 
proper mode of determining its truth, is 
to compare the known character of indivi- 
duals with their heads. It is proposed this | 
season in the Society to compare the cha- 
racters of persons whose conduct and abili- 
ties are too well known to admit of dispute, 
with their heads, and besides those which 
we shall ourseives select, we will take any 
others that visitors may desire, so that there 
can be no possibility of saying we select only 
confirmatory examples and keep the rest 
out of sight. 

If pbrenology be true, there can he no ex- 

tions. It is proved by the absence 
all exceptions. When no doubt exists re 
specting a person’s abilities and character, 
phepactngiots will never hesitate to declare 
the positive development of his head ; they 
will never hesitate to declare that a 
portion of the head must be largely de- 
veloped, when a talent or feeling bas been 
strongly manifested, though they will not, 
from the deficient appearance of a talent 
or feeling, pronounce that a particular por- 
tion of the head must undoubtedly be small ; 
because a part may be large, without a cor- 
responding size of brain, or of brain able to 
perform its functions well. Just as although, 
on seeing a portion of the head poorly de- 


veloped, they will not hesitate to say that 
such or such a talent or feeling must be 


slight; they will not, on seeing a part 
largely developed, declare that such or such 
a power or feeling must be strong ; because 
the part may be large, not from brain or 
good brain. With positiveness of facul- 
ty, we always find positiveness of cere- 
bral development; just as with deficiency 
of development, we always find deficiency 
of faculty, With deficient manifestation 
of faculty, we most frequently find defi- 
ciency of development, at least with re- 
spect to the feelwgs, because they gene- 
rally haye opportunities of excitement, 
though the talents may not. Those who 
have carefully studied phrenology, know 
that its pronunciations can never be wrong. 
This they fearlessly assert; not that they 
ean never be wrong, as a violent professed 
antipbrenologist, who, all the time, allows 
the anterior part of the brain to serve for 
the abilities and the lower and posterior 
for the animal propensities, once misrepre- 
sented me to say; for any one may give a 
false judgment—but that no de- 


| She did not 


livered in accordance with pbrenology, can 


be wrong. 
The head which I examining 
pal org is that of a man not distin-| 


by shiliticn, but by hie 


DR. ELLIOT6@N ON THE HEAD OF A CRIMINAL. 


crimes. For the sake of acquiring property 
dishonestly, he artfully set fire to 
house, and caused the death of some, and 
the ruin of others. He never expressed re- 
morse for his crime, and denied it to the 
last. He and his wife were not on good 
terms, but always quarrelled when they 
met. A few days betore the fire, be had a 
dispute with his wife, and told her that if 
ive bim the property belonging 
to her which he wanted, by fuirmeans, be 
would have all and she should have nothing 
left. In his defence, he read from a volu- 
minous MS., apparently under great exci- 
tation. He contended that the fire was 
purely accidental, that he bad provided the 
shavings, found collected, for drying the 
veneers in bis business; that he was not 


of | insured to near the amount of his property i 


and that, in his endeavours to stop 

flames, be had suffered injury of great seve- 
rity. He called many respectable witnesses 
to prove his assertions, and show that he 
was 3 most honest and humane man. While 
the judge was summing up, he frequently 
interrupted on points of evidence, and he 
retained his self-possession to the last. 
Hip coiminaliny did not admit a shadow of a 

oul 


Now, as I remarked on a similar ocea- 
sion, the isation was the same the day 
before his crime, while he mixed with re- 
spectable people. When so striking a mis- 
deed is not the result of insanity—of dis- 
ease of the organ of the mind—nor of 
some extraordinary external circumstances 
(though these indeed could not explain it, 
independently of the internal state), it is 
merely the result of the natural character 
(nemo repente fuit turpissimus); and if 
the pbrenologist finds, atter death, the de- 
velopment to be in accordance with the 
crime, so before the commission of the 
crime his pronunciations would be equally 
unfavourable, and a successful inquiry into 
the whole life would show it in an un- 
favourable light. Through the kindness of a 
friend, who | am happy to say has this even- 
ing become a member, I have learnt that he 
visited three or four women besides his 
wife and had children by them, and that he 
even once attempted liberties with his own 
daughter; that he was cruel and tyrannical 
towards his servants and others who were, 
more or less, under him; that he was 
thought to have caused the death of one 
wife by miscarriage; that be was very 
quarrelsome, beat bis wife and other women, 
but if well resisted ran away ; that he wag 
very proud, always speaking of my house, 
my property, &c.; that he almost always 
contrived to be chairman at the little meet- 
ings he attended, and was always very 
overbearing; that he was very firm, so 
that having, on one occasion, said he would 


as 
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make dozen cbairs in six weeks, he 
actually did so; but he was also obstinate, 
never yielded in argument or proposition, 
and when be bad the worse began quarrel- 
ling and never hesitated to tell falsehoods ; 
that he was reserved and shy in the ex- 
treme, so that bis wife knew little of his 
Rogauis or intentions; that he cheated, 
and would do apything for gain, and yet 
got rid of a great deal of money, though no 
one saw how; that he was destitute of re- 
ligious feeling, and would not listen to re- 
ligious exhortation even in prison ; that lis 
hope was strong, and be fancied to the very 
last he should be acquitted. 

Before I detail the other particulars of 
his moral constitution, allow me to read an 
extract from a sketch of the life of Peter the 
Great in the Family Library, and copied 
into the Penny Maguzine. 

** The character of Peter the Great was 
a strange mixture of contradictions. Owing 
to the circumstances in which he was 
placed, and the determination to execute the 
plan he had conceived of remodelling the 

oms and institutions of his country, he 

to maintain a constant struggle between 
his good and evil genius. Nothing was too 
great, nothing was too little, for his com- 
ensive mind, ‘The noblest undertak- 
were mixed with the most farcical 
18; the most laudable institutions 
for the benefit and improvement of his 
subjects, were followed by shaving their 
beards and docking their skirts, Kind- 
hearted, benevolent, and humane, he set 
no value on human life. Owing to these, 
and many other incongruities, his character 
has necessarily been represented in various 
ints of yiew and in various colours by 
is biographers.” ‘‘ His memory among 
his countrymen, who ought to be the best 
judges, and of whom he was at once 
scourge and the benefactor, is beld in the 
veneration,” 

t those who exclaimed against phrenolo- 
gists for declaring that in Tburtell the organ 
of benevolence was well developed, reflect 
on such descriptions of character as these. 
‘They are to be found abundantly in real life, 
iography, and the best dramatic composi- 
- Itis phrenology only that explains 
what appears so inconsistent ; for phreno- 
logy teaches that various faculties exist in 
the mind i of each other, infi 


of children, taking great delight in nursi 

and playing with them. He frequently aie 
played much benevolent feeling, and would 
give away his money to the distressed. He 
would devote whole days together, when he 
should have been at work, to going about 
and promoting subscriptions for onees of 
| pity. The fact of his being so often ap- 
| pointed chairman at meetings of his own 
class that he attended, shows him to bave 
been considered a man of abilities. In re- 
gard to particular talent, | haye been able 
to learn only that he was rather an ingenious 
mechanic, fond of music, and that be sung. 

The head is very large in circumference 
at its lower part ; a string drawn around it 
over the lower part of the forehead, imme- 
diately above the ears, and over philopro- 
genitiveness, is 234 inches in length, which 
is above the ayerage. This must alway 
show great power, provided the brain be 
good quality. Every part over which such 
a string passes is large. The extent of the 
forehead from the ear is no less than 54 
inches,—above half an inch longer than the 
average of large heads, and the organs are 
well developed in general. At the sides, 
the development of destructiveness is very 
great, the diameter of the head being there 
6§ inches, while the average in large heads 
is under 6 inches. Behind, the organ of 
philoprogenitiveness is largely developed ; 
its distance from the ear, at the most promi- 
nent part, is 4ginches, while the oqeeage 
in Jarge heads is rather less. We clearly 
see that he must have been clever, passion- 
ate, violent, and selfish, yet fond of children 
and often kindhearted. 

The bead is altogether one of ugly shape. 
The lower central lateral parts are enor- 
mously developed, and must have given the 
chief character. The organs of acquisi- 


the | tiveness, destructiveness, and secretive- 


ness, form one large surface fearfully project- 
ing at the sides. The top of the head is of 
keel shape, sloping down to the right a 


left in the most disgusting manner, the 
lateral portions of the vertex being very de- 
ficient. Where Dr. Spurzheim considers 
conscientiousness to reside, the develop- 
ment is defective; but I must remark that 
the whole of the vertex in a line drawn 
from that spot is equally deficient. My 
own observation has not enabled me to form 
an opinion on the assertion of Dr. Spurz- 


ciug one another indeed, but still existing | 
separately, and, according to the force of | 
each, giving rise to various conduct ;—to 
pretty uniform conduct, if one or several 
somewhat allied are far stronger than the 
rest, and to opposite conduct at different 
times, sf some of opposite tendency are 
ly balanced. 

This same man, arin! » had other 
points of character. He was extremely fond 


heim, that conscientiousness resides on 
each side of firmness, In unprincipled 
persons | have always hitherto seen a 
greater or less preponderance of the lower 
organs of the feelings over those of the 
coronal surface ; a general declivity on each 
side of the coronal surface, and a preponder- 
ance of one or more of the organs of the 
animal propensities, is the utmost 1 have 
hitherto noticed. I bave never met with » 
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deficiency of that only of the coronal 
surface, called by him the 1s of the or- 
gan of conscientiousness, in decidedly un- 
principled persons. Dr. Spurzheim, too, 
refers to not a single example in proof, but 
merely makes a general assertion, that in 
criminals that part is small. 

The of amativeness is also of great 
size, as well as that of destructiveness, 
acquisitiveness, anil secretiveness. The 
height is great at benevolence and at firm- 
ness; it is above the average of large heads. 
Those of self-esteem and love of approba- 
tion are very large. 

No phrenologist would hesitate for a mo- 
ment to say, this is the head of a man 
who, if the brain were healthy, possessed 
excellent abilities, was firm of pu ‘ 
high in his own estimation, and fond am 
toriety, but endowed with little moral feel- 
ing, and a prey to all the lower passioas of 
our nature. 


A> Dictionary of Practical Medicine, com- 
prising General Pathology, the Nature and 
Treatment of Diseases, Morbid Structures, 
and the Disorders especially incidental to 
Climates, to the Sex, and to the different 
Epochs of Life, with Prescriptions, Biblio- 
graphy, Formule, &c. PartIl. By James 
Cortanp, M.D., &e. &c. London. Long- 
man. 1832. 8vo. pp. 336, with an Ap- 


pendix. pp. 16. 
A canerct perusal of this volume enables us 
to bestow upon it our full and unequivocal 
approbation. Whether we estimate its in- 
dividual merits, or regard it in comparison 
with its contemporary rivals in the various 
European languages, we find it entitled to 
rank with the foremost, and to leave not a 
few at a remarkable distance in the rear. 
The special merits of this part of the pro- 
jected work, we shall presently have occa- 
sion to enumerate. Of its general excel- 
lence, our readers have sufficient evidence 
in the fact, that it is at this moment in 
course of translation in Paris and Vienna. 
British medicine may well be proud of this 
tribute to her supremacy, from a country 
already famed for its gigantic and valuable 
“ Dictionnaire des Sciences Médicales.” 
Dr. Copland, too, may legitimately expe- 
rience a feeling of on 
finding the produce of his individual labours 
selected by foreign commentators, in pre- 
ference to a rival work composed of the 


COPLAND’S MEDICAL DICTIONARY. 


writings of an association of distinguished 


That the volume before us is the offspring 
of Dr. Copland’s sole individual industry, 
abundant proof is contained throughout its 
own pages in the marked and peculiar style, 
the characteristic arrangement and distribu- 
tion of subjects, and the frequent, or, we might 
say, constant appeals to the author's own 
practical records or critical writings. It 
matters little, however, to the profession, 
whether the book, as it is now before them, 
is the work of a single pen, or the conjoint 
formation of a hundred contributors. But 
it is doubtful in the extreme, whether the 


*| bundred would have produced such a truly 


useful publication as the unit has given 
birth to. As this remark may be otherwise 
misinterpreted, let the oracle be permitted 
to unriddle its ownenigma. The sage who, 
in olden times, exclaimed that there was 
wisdom in a multiplicity of counsellors, 
would have deserved to be impaled, had he 
invested a multiplicity of doctors with this 
character of sagacity. For proof, we appeal 
to the constitution of all the medical and 
surgical dictionaries yet published in Eu- 
rope by joint-stock contribution. From 
such works, as a general rule, eclecticism is 
banished, and speciality reigns in absolute 
possession. If Broussais write the article 
fever, Broussais repudiates cavalierly every 
opinion and doctrine in opposition to his 
own conceptions. If Magendie treat of 
physiology, he naturally awards supremacy 
to his own inferences and experiments. Lis- 
franc records the surgery of Lisfrane ; and 
Orfila, as a matter of course, propounds his 
own medical jurisprudence. Yet what com- 
petent judge will deny the superior utility of 
the works of Good, Bostock, Samuel Cooper, 
and Christison, on these respective sub- 
jects?’ The reason is obvious. The latter 
authors act the part of enlightened judges, 
passing in review the conflicting statements 
of discordant partisans, and extracting truth 
from their various discrepancies. The form- 
er are but the champions of their own tenets; 
| ardent and skilful controversialists it is true, 
but so much the less suited for the tutelage 
of the discriminating student. To sum up 
the argument, we need only allude for the 
present to Samuel Cooper's Dictionary of 
\Sargery, the work of = competent indi- 


BEETS ES EES 


ek 


RT TI SF 


COPLAND’S MEDICAL DICTIONARY. 435 


vidual, and therefore superior in utility to 
all its joint-stock contemporaries. Dr. 
Copland’s volume bears equal evidence of 
the truth of the position. 

The part before us consists of three hun- 
dred and thirty-six octavo pages, excel- 
lently printed, with minute but sufficient- 
ly clear type. In this space 46 subjects are 
discussed, some at great length, others with 
proportionate brevity, and the Dictionary 
is brought as far as ‘‘ Climacteric disease.” 
Under the letter A, Dr. Copland has treated 
of the following subjects :—1. Abdomen ; 
2. Abortion; 3. Abscess; 4. Absorption ; 
5. Abstinence; 6. Acne; 7. Adhesions ; 
8. Adipose tissue; 9. After pains; 10. Age; 
11, Amaurosis; 12. Angina pectoris; 13. 
Antipathy; 14. Aorta; 15. Apoplexy; 
16. Appetite; 17. Arteries; 18. Arts and 
em ents; 19. Asphyxy; 20. Asthma; 
21. Atrophy; and 22. Auscultation. Of 
these articles, the 10th, 19th, 15th, and 
20th, areas clear and instructive papers as 
we have ever read on their respective sub- 
jects, while the others possess every quali- 
fication for a place in a Dictionary of 
Medicine, The subjoined outline of the 
article Apoplexy (15), will afford our read- 
ers a tolerable specimen of the ability with 
which every leading subject is discussed 
in this volume. 

The author commences by giving the 
etymological derivation and synonyms of 
the term, in Latin, Greek, French, Italian, 
and German, together with the various 
appellations given to the disease by differ- 
ent writers. The classification follows ac- 
cording to Cullen, Good, and the author, 
The definition is next given, and then com- 
mences the body of the article, which is 
subdivided into several paragraphs. These 
consecutively treat of the distinctions of the 
disease ; its diagnosis, the approaching or 
premonitory symptoms, and the attack. Four 
chief varieties are then formed, 1. Sim- 
ple and primary apoplexy ; 2. The gradu- 
ally increasing or ingravescent apoplexy ; 
3. That implicated with, or terminating 
in, paralysis; and 4. That commencing in 
paralysis. The prognosis, causes, patho- 
logy, and treatment, then follow. We next 
find a brief account of infantile apoplexy, 
and then the whole is concluded by an ex- 
act and copious bibliography, in which 
references are given to the chief authors on 
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this subject, from Hippocrates and Aretwus 
down to Bright and Kreysig. All the 
leading divisions are again subdivided into 
numerous and appropriate sections, in which 
every point in the history of the malady is 
well and extensively discussed. 

Under the letter B, Dr. Copland treats 
of Barbiers, Beriberi, the Blood, the Blue 
disease, the Brain, the Bronchi and air pas- 
sages, Bronchial fiux, Bronchocele, and 
Bullw. Two of these articles, namely, those 
on the Blood and the Brain, are the best 
extant on their respective subjects, so far 
as they have yet been treated of in dic- 
tionaries of medicine. 

In the article Blood, the author first de- 
scribes the state during health, commencing 
with the chyle, and consecutively examin- 
ing the character of the globules, the state 
of the blood in the vessels, its coagulation 
and chemical constitution, according to the 
analyses of Laennec, Berzelius, Marcet, 
&e. The aberrations of quantity in the 
blood are next noticed, and under this head 
plethora, local determination, and the the- 
rapeutical doctrines referring to these states, 
are consecutively considered. The opposite 
condition of quantity, viz. anwmia, occu- 
pies the fourth subdivision, and is treated 
of under the heads of local and general, 
primary, consecutive, and complicated ; its 
causes, treatment, bibliography, and refer- 
ences. In the fifth, the morbid effects of 
loss of blood are investigated, in previously 
healthy persons, and in individuals labour- 
ing under different diseases. Under the 
first we find an account of the immediate, 
remote, and insidious effects of the loss of 
large or small quantities of blood. In the 
second, the phenomena and effects of he- 
morrhage in diseases of excitement, the 
mode of conducting blood-letting, loss of 
blood in relation to diseases of depressed 
vital power, are described in similar order. 
Lastly, the treatment of the various forms 
of anemia is detailed. The author then 
passes in review the alterations of the 
blood in disease, first affording proofs of 
the existence of such changes, and then 
consecutively scrutinizing the nature of the 
change under the individual heads of the 
several ingredients of this fluid. There is 
no work extant, however voluminous, 
which conveys such a mass of information 


respecting the blood, as does Dr. Copland’s 
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attilé on that fluid, perfectly divested 
as it is of the conceits and chimeras by 
which the writings of the humeral patholo- 
gists have so long been disfigured, and af- 
fording a perfect synopsis of the existing 
state of knowledge on this highly interest. 
ing topic. 

Under the letter B also, the article on 
the Brain deserves marked atteation. There 
is nothing like it for precision, arrangement, 
clearness, and abundance of valuable infor- 
mation, in any work yet published. This is 
high praise, but it is due because it is true. 
The paper occupies forty-four pages, sub- 
divided into 223 paragraphs, with a list of 
bibliographical references, arranged with 
the utmost skill into thirteen sections, con- 
sécutively enumerating the authors on dis- 
eases of the dura mater, arachnoid, and pia 
mater ; on alterations of the sinuses and 
veins ; inflammation, abscess, or suppuration 
of the brain ; on softening, sphacelus, hyper- 
trophy, ditto of pineal gland, ditto of pitui- 
tary gland, on atrophy, induration, tumours, 
rupture of the brain, its laceration and al- 
terations of colour. It is impossible to at- 
tempt an analysis of this essay, for in itself 
it constitutes a perfect analysis of every 
thing yet written on the subject. 


_ The letter C, as far as the volume ex- 
tends, includes fourteen article$; 1. Ca- 
chexy ; 2. Diseases of thé Cecum ; 3. Can- 
cer; 4. Catalepsy and cataleptic ecstacy ; 5, 
6. Catarrh; 7. Cellulartissue/; 8. The Chest; 
9. Chicken-pox ; 10. Chlorosis ; 11. Cholera; 
12. Choleric infantile fever ; 18. Chorea and 
the related affection ; 14.Climacteric decay. 
Of these, the 2nd, 7th, and 13th, are 
entitled to equal praise with the articles 
we have already particularly noticed. As 
to that on cholera it is important to observe, 
that it does not treat of the new epidemic; 
the history of which is reserved for the part 
of the work that will treat of ‘ pestilential 
diseases.”’ 

On the whole we regard this book as 
entitled to rank with Cooper's celebrated 
Surgical Dictionary. In awarding this eu- 
logium, it is not in the least degree our 
desire to depreciate the merits of the rival 
Cyclopedia of Medicine now in course of 
publication, but we are no respecters of 
persons. We are, above all things, bound 


to do impartial justice. A grand feature | 
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in Dr. Copland’s work we again reiterate, 
is its perfect impartiality towards men 
and systems. Such is not the case in the 
contemporary publication. In that we find 
Dr. Hope contributing on diseases of the 
heart; Dr. Gilkrest on yellow fever; Dr. 
Brown of Sunderland on cholera, and so on. 
Now it happens that each of these gentle- 
men is either the originator of new and still 
controverted doctrines, as, for instance, Dr. 
Hope, or the strenuous advocate of older but 
still more disputed opinions, as Dr. Gil- 
krest and Dr. Browne. It is needless to 
observe, that for these gentlemen we enter- 
tain the highest respect. There may not 
be more able or more honest writers, but 
still they are partisans and controversial 
champions. They may be right. We do 
not pronounce on the validity of their 
opinions. But as ninety nine of every hun- 
dred hypotheses are eventually overturned, 
it is probable, even on arithmetical princi- 
ples, that they may be mistaken ia the 
principles they now promulgate; and in 
this supposition the talent and honesty of 
the writer only add to the dangerous tend- 
ency of his speculations. 


THE LANCET. 
London, Saturday, December 29, 1832. 


Atrnovon the members of the medical 
profession have at length made themselves 
known in this country as a body, yet it must 
be acknowledged that there is not amongst 
them that harmony of feeling, and uni- 
formity of action, which can alone accom- 
plish the great objects which medical re- 
formers have so long held in view. Jea- 
lousies are still in operation, and an envious 
spirit of hostility is still but too appareéit 
amongst practitioners who have derived 
their distinctions or grades from the various 
medical corporations. What can be more 
preposterous than medical practitioners de- 
riving their right to preseribe for the sick, 
from nearly a dozen medical colleges and 
companies in a united kingdom, where the 
people are supposed to exist under equal 
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laws, enacted by an“ Imperial legislature?” 
The folly of the entire system is obvious 
enough ; but the attempt to get rid of so 
much absurdity is by no means of that bold, 
enterprising, and intellectual character, 
which the abuse so urgently demands. 
When it is considered that there are up- 
wards of twenty thousand medical gentle- 
men belonging to the colleges and medical 
corporations of England, Ireland, and Scot- 
land,—when it is further considered that 
this immense body of practitioners belongs 
to a liberal profession, and that they must, 
from their character and occupation, have re- 
ceived an education far superior to nineteen 
out of twenty of their countrymen—it is 
amazing that they should, during so long a 
period, have remained dormant, inactive, 
spectators of their own degradation and mis- 
fortunes, both as a body and as individual 
labourers for the general good. Every rank 
of society is open to the influence of the 
medical practitioner. Every cottage at some 
season of the year gives covering, for a 
longer or shorter period, to the surgeon of 
the provincial town or village. Every man- 
sion opens its portals to the alleviator of 
human suffering. The family circles of 
dukes and lords are daily ornamented and 
instructed by the conversation of the visit- 
ing surgeon, and the ears of our legislators 
are eagerly inclined towards the philosophic 
knowledge and deeply interesting truths 
that are communicated by minds which 
have acquired their strength and beauty in 
the delightful field of medical and physio- 
logical science. Thus the moral influence 
that the members of the medical profession 
have it in their power to exercise over the 
feelings and opinions of all classes of the 
community, is absolutely incalculable. As- 
tounding, then, is the fact, that the lever 
which might be thus beneficially wielded, 
lies, as it were, in broken, disjointed, wide- 
ly-severed fragments, allegorically illustra- 
ting the adverse passions and opposing 
interests which sustain the moral and intel- 


lectual tempest that is ever observable in 
the medical horizon. 

Several circumstances of recent occur- 
rence“have combined to induce in our 
minds, a long train of reflection on the 
advantages under which not only medical 
practitioners, but the people of England 
generally, labour, in consequence of the 
supineness of medical practitioners as a 
body, in neglecting to demand those re« 
forms which are so pre-eminently essential 
to the well-being of the community, But 
our attention has been more especially call- 
ed towards tle mal-administration of both 
law and justice in the coroner's court of 
inquisition, The coroner !—a man appoint- 
ed to conduct an investigation, having for 
its object to ascertain the cause of death, 
left to grope his way in his own court, 
without a single ray of light to guide him 
in the correct road to knowledge,—the 
office of medical judge confided to an attor- 
ney—the profession of medicine scandal- 
ized and insulted by such an appointment 
—the public deprived of the benefits of 
justice, and muleted, too, in the expenses 
of the coroner's office, to a heavy amount of 
fees, in the form of county rates—trades- 
men, constantly dragged from their homes 
as jurymen, when, their verdicts, being 
framed in conformity with the instructions 
of am ignorant presiding officer, are, in 
numberless instances, only calculated to 
sereen the guilty, or bring lasting disgrace 
on the innocent—such a state of things is 
not only in itself horribly revolting to all 
the natural feelings of humanity, but is 
grossly insulting to such an intelligent body 
as that of the medical profession. 

Yet the sons of Ascutarrivs, with all 
the annoyanees which surround them, with 
ali the abuses which beset them, with all 
the insults that are directed against them, 
with the ban of degradation cast upon them 
by the odious refiection of bad laws, repose 
quietly on their pillows, or, if they utter 
any complaint, the ery of distress is so 
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feeble, that it strikes on the ear in the ex- 
piring tones of an incurable despair. Me- 
dical jurisprudence—always in a low, dis- 
reputable, state in this country—can never 
rise to its legitimate importance, until the 
office of medical judge is held by medical 
men. This fact is indisputable. So much 
so, indeed, that neither a statement of 
abuses, nor the weight of argument, can be 
necessary to carry home its importance to 
the mind of any well-informed reader. 

We have now burst into a new era, and 
it remains to be seen whether the members 
of the English medical profession will join 
the meritorious band of national renovators 
who are sailing rapidly forward on the tide 
of improvement, or whether they will re- 
main knee-deep on the muddy banks of the 
glorious stream, and thirst not for immor- 
tality until the opportunity of satiating the 
noble appetite be for ever lost. Is there 
nothing to be done in medicine, that we 
should remain as quiescent as so many 
stocks or stones? Have we nothing to pe- 


tition for, no changes to demand in medical 
government ? Is the conduct of the medical 
colleges pure? Are the medical corpora- 


tions governed by just statements? Are 
the affairs of our hospitals well regulated ? 
Are our dispensaries so many medical 
charities? Are the elections to offices in 
our hospitals justly conducted? If these 
questions can be answered in the affirm- 
ative, then are we silent. But if each ques- 
tion calls fora reply directly in the negative, 
then do we insist on the necessity for action 
and co-operation, amongst all ranks of me- 
dical practitioners, with a view on the one 
hand to relieve ourselves from the oppres- 
sions caused by odious laws, and, on the 
other, to relieve the public from the dan- 
gerous and destructive consequences of de- 
fective medical government. As our pro- 
fession is the most useful of all the pro- 
fessions, so are we called upon to use 
every possible exertion to make it the most 


respected. Utility and respectability in 
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this case are inseparable, and as medical 
reformers in seeking for their own emanci- 
pation can never for one moment be un- 
mindful of the benefits which must flow to 
the community from an improved system of 
medical government, so ought they to be 
unceasing in their endeavours to make 
known this fact throughout all ranks of 
society. The force of public opinion is now 
acknowledged in England: aristocratic dis- 
tinctions obtained through the influence of 
birth and property, are vanishing before 

the accumulated light of reason. 


Our legislature, then, having received a 
partial reform, and at the same time a great 
improvement in its constitution, are we not 
called upon to take advantage of this altered 
position in our favour, and strive to con- 
summate a work which has been no incon- 
siderable time in progress? It is not our 
present purpose to point out the road that 
should be taken in seeking to remove our 
manifold wrongs, further than to point at- 
tention to the specific abuses uoder which 
we labour, and the only means by which 
they can be permanently annihilated,— 
namely, by an effectual alteration in the con- 
struction of medical law, If the reformed 
House of Commons shall, as it will, con- 
tain no small portion of the leaven of cor- 
ruption, yet it must be remembered with 
joy that we have a Sovereign who is pledged 
to reform, a ministry which is pledged to 
reform, and a large number of members 
of the lower house of assembly who have 
been enabled only to retain their seats 
through the voice of intelligent constitu- 
encies, by pledging themselves to the 
immediate removal of all those inconveni- 
ences, whether arising from the operation 
of bad laws, or the want of the operation of 
good ones, which obstruct in such a painful 
degree the happiness and well-being of the 
people of England. 

To the legislature, then, we may look 
with a degree of confidence never before 
felt, because that legislature was never 
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before constituted as itis now. Indepen- 
dently of the position professedly taken by 
the ministry on the high road to national 
improvement, there are elected to sit in the 
reformed House of Commons, men whose 
feelings and whose actions have ever been 
in unison with those of the great majority 
of their countrymen,—men who are legis- 
lators for the many and not for the few, to 
the exclusion of the many,—legislators who 
are at all times prepared to acknowledge the 
ascendancy of genius, the utility of science, 
and the paramount justice of awarding a 
greater share of honour to knowledge than 
to wealth or station depending for its ex- 
istence on the accidental possession of here- 
ditary title or possession. In short, we 
have a renovated House of Commons, and 
we have a ministry professedly liberal. 
Shall we, then, allow such powerful alli- 
ances to remain equally passive with our- 
selves, while our regeneration might be 
so easily effected through our own and 
their instrumentality? Events have al- 
ready wrought wonders in our favour. The 
position of medical reformers is now a most 
imposing one; that of the medical mono- 
polists, on the contrary, is as frightful as 
can be well conceived. Public opinion has 
declared against all monopolies in trade. 
The impious monopoly in knowledge, there- 
fore, must cease ; and the first, the most im- 
portant branch of it, that of medicine, will 
inevitably fall under the first stroke of the 
reform axe inflicted on the corruptionists 
by the hand of a reforming ministry. But 
that hand requires to be judiciously guided. 
Thus, before the blow can be delivered with 
effect, the heads which have to direct must 
know where are the points vulnerable to 
attack. 

We have thrown together these ge- 
neral remarks, in order, first, to attract 
attention to our new position; and, se- 
condly, to ascertain whether the members 


of the profession are prepared to take ad- 
vantage of the new circumstances which a 


larger share of general knowledge has had 
the effect of placing before them. The 
olive branch is stretched towards us, 
Whether we grasp it or not, the choice 
rests with ourselves. The slightest exertion 
—one step forward—would secure the prize. 

In concluding by expressing an earnest 
desire to be apprized of the feelings and 
opinions of our medical brethren on the all- 
engrossing subject of medical reform, we 
can only declare our determination to re- 
main unflinchingly at the post of duty, to 
give effect to such suggestions as may 
appear to us to be calculated to crown the 
great undertaking with success, and, in the 
absence of a more effectual or less objec- 
tionable instrument to wield in our cause, 
to claim, most fervently, support for an in- 
stitution which already flourishes in honour 
of the medical profession and the medical 


1n compliance with the repeated requests 
of a great number of country practitioners, 
we deem it only courteous to them and to 
our readers generally, to refer, in a very 
few words, to the recent election for the 
metropolitan borough of Finsbury. A short 
time before the election took place the 
Editor of this journal received the follow- 
ing requisition, signed by upwards of six 
hundred of the electors, from a deputation 
cousisting of twenty of that body. 

To Tuomas Waxtey, Esq. 

« Sir,—We, the undersigned, electors of 
the borough of Finsbury, being anxious 
that our newly-attained franchise should be 
used as a means of promoting the interests 
of the great body of the people, and be- 
lieving that your political opinions are in 
unison with our own, respectfully request 

‘ou to state, whether you are willing to 

e our representative in Parliament, 

provided you are elected in a constitutional 
manner. 

«We, on our part, pledge ourselves to 
the endeavour to impress upon our fellow- 
electors the propriety of protecting our re- 
presentatives from electioneering expenses 
of every description ; and we will 
promote that object to the utmost of our 
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power, knowing, a8 we do, that in asking 


you to devote your time and unceasing at- 

tion to our interests in Parliament, we 
require of you as great a sacrifice as an 
honest man can, or ought to, make. 

‘* We invite a public reply to this requi- 
sition, and in that reply we invite you to 
declare your opinions on the great political 
questions which are at this moment so im- 

rtant to all ; namely, the Extension of the 

bon rage—the Duration of Parliaments— the 
Abolition of all Property Qualifications 
either for the electors or the elected—the 
Repeal of the Law of Primogeniture—the 
Continuance of Tithes—Corn Laws—Trade 
Monopolies—Stamps on Newspapers, and 
the System of Slavery. 
“* We are also anxious to learn your 
sentiments on the propriety of a complete 
revisal of the Laws, Civil, Criminal, and 
Parochial, with a view to simplify and ecn- 
dense their enactments, and thereby to re- 
lieve the community from the enormous 
expense at present invariably incurred in 
every attempt to obtain justice. 

* We shall also be glad to learn from 

» how far (in your opinion) a represen- 
oF. ought by the 
of a majority of his constituents, when made 
known to Bo a public meeting 
convened for that purpose, and how far he 
is in honour bound, at their request, to 

ign his trust into their bands, 


‘* Should your opinions upon the above 
subjects accord with our own, we pledge 
ourselves to nominate and support you at 


the election; and from our know- 
ledge of the opinions and wishes of our 
fellow-electors, we confidently anticipate 
that our exertions will lead to a successful 
and triumphant termination, 

“ We are, Sir, your obedient servants.” 


[Here follow the signatures of the electors.) 

Having replied to the questions herein 
stated, to the avowed satisfaction of the re- 
quisitienists, Mr, Wak ey was put in nomi- 
nation on the day of election, although, in 
his reply to the’requisitionists, he refused to 
take any part ip the business of the election, 
declined to offer himself as a candidate, and 
only agreed to serve as one of the represen- 
tatives of Finsbury, in the event of his be- 
ing elected to a seat in the House of Com- 
mons for that Borough, The election was 
conducted wholly on public grounds. Pri- 
Yate feelings, private interests, had no 
share in the struggle; Mr. Waxiey per- 
sisted in refusing to canvass a single voter ; 


REQUISITION TO MR. WAKLEY. 


he entered only one of his committee-rooms, 
and attended there only three times before 
the day of election, and on the first of the 
two days of polling he kept entirely aloof 
from the polling-booths, and interfered not 
in the slightest degree with the voting on 
that occasion, Understanding, however, 
that his remaining from the scene of action 
was made to appear by his adversaries as 
disrespectful to the voters, he visited each 
booth once on the second day, but inter- 
fered not in the slightest degree with the 
business of the aeene. The gentlemen com- 
posing his committee were, with the excep- 
tion of nis esteemed friend Mr. Geoncr 
Rocers, and two or three others, wholly 
unknown to him, and not a single transac- 
tion was influenced by private motives or 
considerations, the entire proceedings being 
regulated by principles of public duty, and 
those principles alone. This is best proved 
by the fact, that the whole expenses of the 
election, including printing, the sums paid 
to poll-clerks and check-elerks, and the 
large sum (nearly one hundred pounds) 
paid as a fifth share of the expenses incurred 
for the erection of five polling booths,—the 
whole expense, we say, incurred on account 
of these various sources of expenditure, 
scarcely exceeded one hundred and eighty 
pounds, pot one shilling of which would 
Mr. Waxcey’s spirited and truly patriotic 
committee allow him to diseharge. 

The nomination took place at Islington- 
green, on Saturday, December the 8th. 
The candidates were, 

The Right Honourable Rovent Grant, 

Ronert Spanxte, Esq., Sergeant at Law, 

Cuances Bannace, Esq., 

Curtsroruer Tempce, Esq., and 

Mr. Waxtey, as put in nomination by 
his committee. 

On the show of hands being taken, the 
returning officer, Mr. Sarcuect, announced 
** that the choice of the electors had fallen 
on Mr, Waxtey and the Right Honourable 
Rosent Grant, In fact, for Mr. Sergeant 
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Spawnze scarcely a hand wag raised; for) had conceded to him by his expogure of the 
Mr. Bansace not thirty, aod for Mr. Tem-| corrupt practices of the medical monopo- 


vie the number was under two hundred, | lists, 


The polling commenced on the following 
Monday, was concluded, in conformity with 
the new act, at four o'clock on Tuesday 
afternoon, and on Wednesday the number 
of recorded votes for the respective candi- 
dates was announced by the returning officer 


As Mr. Wax.ey must ever remember 


with pride and gratitude the noble-minded 
conduct of his highly honourable com- 
mittee, so will he ever cherish with feelings 
of grateful recollection the confidence which 
the medical practitioners residing in the 


to stand as follows :— 
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district sought to repose in him, by making 
the most powerful exertions to return him 
as their representative in Parliament. 
Considering that the other candidates had 
been in the field for several months, it is 
really wonderful that two thousand one 
hundred and fifty-ove electors came forward 


Whereupon the presiding officer declared | to record their votes in favour of aman who 
that the two first-named gentlemen were was only known to the public by his exer- 
duly elected to sit in Parliament as repre-/ tions in the cause of medical reform. 


sentatives of the metropolitan borough of 


Finsbury. 
Never was an election conducted in 


New Mernuop or Mo- 


more peaceful, more orderly, or more hon-| wirication.—MM. Bowirace and Capnon 
ourable manner. The electors were at peace  bave presented to the Institute and the Aca- 


with each other, and the candidates never 


demie de Médecine, a body, prepared by a 
new method of surprising perfection, By 


this new invention the bodies are perfectly 
or out of their presence, without accosting | j,:.4, without any alteration of form or fea- 
each other with the apparent cordiality of tyre, The remains become inaccessible to 
an old established friendship.* Far from! worms, and may be exposed to all vicissi- 
having been disappointed at the result, Mr,|tudes of the atmosphere without injury. 
Waxtey considers that the cause of politi-| Instead of the withered and bandaged 


cal and medical reform obtained on that oc- 


mummy of Memphis and the Pyramids, we 
thus have presented to us the attitude, ex- 


casion @ great and glorious triumph ; and). ossion, bair, and habiliments, of the once 
for the gratification of those interested, sor- jiying individual, precisely as while alive, 
did, and malicious individuals who exult| and only wanting in voice and locomotion to 
in the possible perpetuity of medical abuses, | complete the illusion. 


be it known, that the Editor of this journal 
had no elaims on the confidence of the elec- 


Distxrecrion or Tarntep Sprrits or 


tors of Finsbury, such as they | Mzrnov.—This method con- 


sists in the employment of the manganese 


Tent one, Brook of the good feeling which Pre- | o¢ potash. This salt is first prepared by 


even after the el had te 


vailed, 

t t least Mr. Wak and the oth di- ing i i 

following fusing in a small crucible six ounces of pure 
nitrate of potash, and two ounces of per- 


printed address in which Mr. Sergeant Spanxie ad- 


vertised able Gate who had oxide of manganese. The mass when cold 
their in his favour :—**‘ 
say, that to Mr. Wakiey and his the palm "Tite liquid io then distilled, 


of courtesy and liberality, so faras | am concerned, 
mast be fully awarded; and Mr. Rogers, the pro- 


and the product thus obtained is free from 


of Mr. Wakiey, Is in candour, as he d i i 
friends whom some opponents station in front of #/¢ohol disinfected by 
their electioneering battles 9 


chloride of lime or 


animal charcoal. 


410 SMALL-POX.—PERINEAL PARTURITION.—CURE OF ITCH. 
TREATMENT OF SMALL-POX BY THE EXcLU- | extremely painful. The wound commenced 
SION OF SOLAR LIGHT. four lines | va- 
gina, extend jownwards an wards 

Tue number of the American Journal of | on the median line for about nine lines, and 
the Medical Sciences for May 1852, contains fell perpendicularly on a transverse wound 
some interesting cases, narrated by Dr. Pic- | of from six to seven lines, so that the lace- 
ton, tending to prove that, by the absence Tation was of the form of aT. When the 


Wound was opened it enlarged considerably 
of solar light during the treatment of small-| |. 4, permit the introduction of M. Du- 


pox, the formation of the peculiar marks is) puytren’s three fingers. ‘The patient is now 
totally prevented. This is an important | doing well. A quill suture, which had been 
subject, and deserves the additional investi- | applied before her admission, was renewed, 
gation the author desires for it. It is not at| and shortly she will doubtless be perfectly 
all improbable but that Dr. Picton is right Tecovered. 


in assigning to light an important influence 
over the progress and treatment of diseases. | 
Dr. Edwards found, that exclusion of solar 
light impeded the development of the batra- 
chian reptiles. May we not then, without 
a forced analogy, presume, that the absence 
of light would repress many inflammatory 
hy ic and hypertrophic tendencies 
in the human subject? Again, another ques- 
tion arises in connexion with the former, 
like it readily susceptible of experimental so- 
lution, and, moreover, involving considera- 


tions of much consequence to the comfort | 


of the patient; namely, is artificial light 
endowed with the same, ora different in- 
fluence from the solar light? These sub- 
jects certainly deserve speedy and serious 
investigation. 


PARTURITION THROUGH A CENTRAL LACE- 
RATION OF THE PERINEUM. 
Srverat. accoucheurs, M. Capuron a- 
mongst others, have denied the possibility 
of the passage of the child through the pe- 


All M. Capuron’s reasoni 


rineum. This occurrence, however, has! 
been occasionally noticed, and has very re-| 
eently attracted much uttention in the case 
of a temale, wtat. 38, a patient in the Hotel | 
Dieu. This female, whose pelvis is per- 
fectly formed, pregnant for the first time, | 
was on the 8th of June seized with labour’ 

ins. ‘These lasted seven hours, and then’ 
Coane languid ; but, of a sudden, powerful 
contractions unexpectedly supervened, and 
the perineum, although well supported, was 


to prove the 
impossibility of perineal parturition fell be- 
fore this single case. But M. Dupuytren, 
in his Clinical Lectures, and MM. Moreau, 
Dubois, and Deneux, at the Academie, have 
brought forward other cases equally conclu- 
sive. The most curious of all is that re- 
lated by M. Deneux. A young lady 
pened to become pregnant, but the fact was 
doubted up to the term of abdominal en- 
largement, her vagina being so excessively 
narrow, as to make it excessively difficult to 
believe that she was capable of accomplish- 
ing sexual intercourse. Nevertheless the 
pains came on, and, after a very painful and 
protracted labour, during which the vulva 
never dilated, the perineum gave way, and 
the child was born through the lacerated 
opening. After the accouchment the va- 
gina remained so narrow that it would not 
permit the introduction of a finger; and, 
from inspection of the orifice of the 
canal, one would have supposed the young 
lady still a virgin. 

We have made this extract from the Bul- 
letin Générale de The apeutique, edited par 
M. Miguel; a very useful and well-con- 
ducted journal recently commenced in Paris 
for the publication of practical facts alone. 
The journal appears twice each month, each 
number containing from two to three sheets 
8vo. 


SUCCESSFUL TREATMENT OF THE ITCH WITH 
LOTIONS OF THE CHLORURET OF LIME.— 
BY PROFESSOR FANTONETTI, 


Havixc employed with advantage the 


lacerated, centrally, underthe midwife’s'chloruret of lime in the treatment of the 
hand. The head and body of the fetus itch in my private practice, I ted 
escaped through an opeaing, almost simul- the experiments this year in the clinical 
taneously, and the umbilical chord and pla- wards of the University of Pavia, with the 
centa soon followed. A month elapsed be- following results. The remedy was employ- 
fore she was brought to the Hétel Dieu. ' ed in eight cases, six males and two females, 
On examination the vulva was found per- The women, who laboured under the disease 
feetly entire, without any tearing of the ali over the body, were cured in six days. 
fourchetie. It was even narrower than Of the six meu, five were completely cured 
usual, so much so, thet the patient declared from the sixth to the eighth day. In one 


that her husband's embraces had ever been patient, wtat. 18, the itch yielded under the 


SPARSE 
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treatment, but was replaced by a general 
eczema, which was cured by warm-baths. 
Having returned home, the itch reappeared, 
aud was at length only cured by sulpbur- 
eous fumigations. A younger brother of the 
last person at first got rapidly well by the 
use of the chloruret. In fifteen days the 
eruption recurred, and was again cured ina 
week by the same remedy. A third seizure 
then took place, for which the sulphur fu- 
migations were successfully resorted to. 
Relative to these cases, however, it is 
necessary to observe, that the individuals 
belonged to a very numerous family, and 
had contracted a new disease each time. 
The dose of the chloruret is, an ounce and a 
half in a pound of water, to make a solution, 
employed in friction three or four times 
daily on the parts affected. Forchildren an 
ounce of the chloruret is sufficient. A warm- 
bath is essential every third day, to remove 
the chalky crusts left by the lotion, and to 
calm the irritation it occasionally produces. 
It rarely happens that the cure is not com- 
pleted in eight days. Ido not hesitate to 
state, that this remedy is the most certain, 
speedy, and, at the same time, the most 
economical, of any yet adopted in the treat- 
ment of this disorder.—Annali Universali 
di Med., September 1832. 


SINGULAR CASE. 


AROMATIC SMELL EXHALED FROM THE SUR- 
FACE OF THE SKIN OF THE FORE-ARM,— 
OBSERVED BY DR. SPERANZA.* 


M.T. R., of sanguine and bilious tem- 
perament, robust constitution, #tat. 30, 
after having worked very hard an entire 
day, perceived, while he undressed, that 
there exhaled from the internal surface of 
his left fore-arm, near the hand, a sweet 
odour, of very decided character, somewhat 
like Peruvian balsam, or the vapour of am- 
ber, or benzoin when burned on heated coals. 
Astonished by this singular circumstance, 
which he was totally unable to explain, hav- 
ing touched no aromatic substance, he came 
at once to communicate it to his medical at- 
tendant. Dr. Speranza found the odour so 
powerful that he could not avoid suspecting 
a trick, and several other persons coincided 
in this opinion. The most scrupulous in- 
vestigation, however, showed at once that 
there was no deception practised. 

Various attempts were made by means of 
frictions and lotions to dissipate or neutral- 
ize the odour, but in vain: the smell only 
increased the more the arm was rubbed and 
excited. It was particularly strong in the 


© Annali Universali di Medic. 1832. 


morning just after the man got up, but it 
port without ivtermission the entire 
day. It was perceptible at a considerable 
distance from the arm, and even impreg- 
nated sensibly the chamber where he slept. 
Frictions on other parts of the body did not 
occasion any similar exbalation. When 
rubbed in the dark with appropriate sub- 
stances, the arm manifested no signs of elec- 
tricity. This strange affection continued 
for two months, when the patient under- 
went a violent attack of fever; on the first 
symptoms of which the odour entirely dis. 
appeared, and did not return either during 
the illness, or on the patient's recovery. 

Professor Speranza adds a number of an- 
alogous observations, already published by 
various authors, but no plausible explana- 
tion of the extraordinary circumstance can 
be obtained, either from the cases them- 
selves, or the commentaries of their narra- 
tors. 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 


FUNGOID DISEASE OF THE ARM. 


Lavp, wtat, 42, now in Sit- 
well’s ward, haslong been an inmate of 
the hospital. Eight years ago when in 
service, her fellow-servant accidentall 
wounded her right arm near the elhow wii 
an iron nail, just on the situation of a small 
mole. From this wound, which ulcer- 
ated, she dates the origin of the present 
disease. A small tumour formed, and in 
about u year was extirpated; but similar 
swellings have come successively six times, 
and as frequently been operated for, with 
only temporary success, although she re- 
mained well during some months after each 
operation, the intervals throughout being 
very nearly equalized. The last operation 
was performed in this hospital by Mr, 
Earle, under whose care she now remains. 
There were then two tumours, we be- 
lieve, the larger of which was of the size 
of a pigeon’s egg, and of a dun colour 
with a vascular appearance. The . 
cess of removal took place in November 
1831, and the operator, in order to extir- 
pate the disease, made a very free division, 
taking away a large portion of the deltoid 
muscle, though we understand the integu- 
ments only were involved in the structural 
disorder. The tumour is reported, on be- 
ing cut into, to have presented a few cells 
containing a medullary kind of substance, 
The cicatrix caused by former operations 
extends from the middle of the deltoid to 
the elbow, and now presents a tuberculated 
surface, two or three of the prominences 
being compressible, with vessel# traverse 
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DISEASE OF THE ARM.—PARAPLEGIA. 


From bis previous history it is 


of | that about a year since he was seized with 


rigors, loss of appetite, thirst, and 


in bis limbs; the feverish symptoms abated 


in about a fortnight, but the pain in his 
limbs continued. About four months 

he had a yA and — 
last ten days above symptoms have 
been added, 


C. ¢. lumbis ad 5xij. 

Cal. gr. ij ; opii gr. 8s ; Gtis horis sumend. 

December 1. Pain in the back entirely 
gone since the cupping ; bowels open from 
castor oil; urine acid, Pt. 

3. Urine highly alkaline and fortid, and 
loaded with a dirty mucus; no pain any- 


of the axilla are unefiected. The patient! where 


has not lost flesh, but is, on the contrary, 
rather stout, with a cheerful countenance, 
Her general health is good, and she oceu- 
pies herself in the hospital, making free use 
of the affected arm. On the 6th October |i 
the following order was given :— 


+ 
Aque distillat. §ij ; eight minims to 
be taken thrice a day in pure water, and 
the dose to be i gradually to twenty 
minims. 

She has now (Dec. 16th) for two or three 
days exceeded the ultimatum, but the me- 
dicine seems to ‘produce no marked effect. 
The tumours ovlteady increase. The 
culiarity of this case is that the fungoid bis. is- 
ease has existed so many years without in- 
fering general healt without hav- 

ug made its appearance any other 

of the body. 

PARAPLEGIA.—TUMOUR PRESSING ON THE 
SPINAL CHORD. 


John Ellis, etat. 58, a labourer at the 
gas works, admitted into John’s Ward, 
under Dr. Latham, November 30. Sits 

in bed; has a partial loss of 
sensation of the lower extre- 
mities. Pulse 120, small; tongue moist, 
with a slight fur; appetite bad, with occa- 
sional thirst. He complains of ones 
eS across the forehead, and 


| which, in the 


louder than natural, accompanied by a 
sub-bruissement heard along the 
length of the sternum, but most 

distinetly to lower part; impulse not 
increased ; lungs, in front, respiration 
healthy ; has sickness, costiveness, para- 
lysis of the sphincter ani, and retention 
of urine. 


jr the of the paint, 


4, Passed a bad ni ; was much 
and vomited; and his urine flowed from 
him i in a ey stream. Feels very low this 


sound but with diminished vigour; pulse 
134, and feeble ; tongue moist with a dirty 
white fur; gums not sore. Omit cal. et 


opium. 

5. Has taken six ounces of wine since 
last night ; passes his urime and stools in- 
voluntarily ; feels very low; pulse 126; 
the lower part of the back is beginning to 
slough. 

Applic. . Is ordered twelve 
ounces wine. 

7. Still feels low, notwithstanding he took 
a pint of wine yesterday; pulse 156; 
bowels less purged, though his evacuations 
continue to involuntarily ; coughs 
much, at night; expectoration 
muco-purulent. 

9. Not better; sloughing of the back ex- 
tending ; complains of great thirst ; pain in 
the chest continues, with cough "and exe 
pectoration ; pulse 148 ; heart’s action al- 
most inaudible, from the rattle in the lungs, 
Soda water is ordered. 

10. Strength perceptibly decreasing. 

Vini bbiss. quotidie exhib, 

12. Passed a comfortable night; says 


that he feels better this morning, but ‘tis 
proved fallacious, as he gradually declined 
the 


The inspection of the body took place 
nine hours after death, ay nk ace 
discovered projecting from the dorsal ver- 
tebre, which was found to press on the 

chord, thus satisfactorily accounting 


aia 

ing them exteriorly, giving a slightly 

ple nue. Towards size 

the arm is natural, but superiorly, is un- 

equally enlarged. There is a tumour,/| 

covered by apparently sound skin, reaching 

from near the acromion, along the posterior 

margin of the deltoid, to the insertion of | 

that muscle, soft, and extremely painful on | 

slight pressure. She also experiences a 

shooting pain up towards the neck, and 

fancies that there is an increase of these in- 

conveniences during changes of the weather, 

and particularly on being heated. She com- | 

ness on flexing the forearm, every other 

motion of the extremity being unimpeded | 

and free from such sensation. The glands 

ng a slight one over the cardiac region ; 
his heart still contracts with unpatural 
R Jodine gr. ; | 

pitation in the cardiac region, and “a 15th, when he died at about six am. 
cough. Auscultation, heart's contraction 


DISLOCATION AND FRACTURE.—ANBURISM. 


DISLOCATION OF THE KNEE-JOINT, AND 
FRACTURE OF THE CLAVICLE. 

John Norris, wt. 31, a carter, was ad- 
mitted into Rahere’s ward Dec. 3, with a 
dislocation of the right knee-joint, and frae- 
tare of the left clavicle. He had received a 
pe | blow from a of wool, whilst 
kneeling to assist his horse, which had fallen. 
On examination, the head of the tibia was 
diseovered to project considerably to the 
outer side of external condyle of the 
femur, This was a luxation in which the 
external condyle of the femur rested on the 
inner articulating surface on the head of the 


tibia, whilst the patella, carried outwards | ! 


with the head of the tibia, lay altogether 
external to the lower articulating surface of 
the thigh-bone. On admission the house 
surgeons exerted their efforts to reduce the 
dislocated bone, and after some considerable 
foree was employed in extension, the knee 
assumed a more natural Still, how- 
ever, the reduction was not so complete as 
could be wished, for there was an inclina- 
tion of the patella and head of the tibia to 
the outer side ; there was a vacancy felt on 
the inner side of the joint, between the ex- 
tremities of the tibia and femur; and on 
extending the limb, a fold in the skin was 
perceptible, leading to the conclusion that 
the semi-lunar cartilage was displaced. The 
tient was then removed to one of Mr. 
tarle’s beds, and a long splint, forming a 
double-inclined plane, was adjusted under 
the limb, with two shorter ones on each 
side of the joint. The fracture of the cla- 
vicle was set and band in the ordinary 
manner. The patient was put on alow diet, 
ordered 


Pil, Colocynth co. pro re nata, 


A cold wash was kept constantly applied to 
the knee. 

4, Feels pain on the inner side of the 
joint, extending up the thigh in the course 
of the saphenous nerve, though his suffer- 
ings have been slight when compared with 
the extent of the injury. Pulse rather 
ickened. T e white, In this state 

continued, with little variation, until the 

8th, When, from the iacreased action of 
the arterial system, it was found necessary 
to take blood. ‘this afforded him a great 
deal of relief, 

19th. The case has undergone no marked 
changes until to-day, when Mr. Quin, house 
surgeon, re-adjusted the leg, and by using 
a little more extension, oa the joint 
into its natural position. The patient after- 


bones were in their places, but before that 
it had always pone! 9 to him as if his knee 
was falling outwards.” Ordered 

Pulv. Dover. gr. x. Hor. somai s, 


Was exceedingly restless all night, and 

could get no sleep. 
20. Pulse 116 and sharp. Segue rather 
nervous. 


white. Says he feels irritable 
Cap. Pit. Colocynth co, gr. x, primo mane. 

21, Is much easier, and free from the 
unpleasant symptoms of yesterday. 

22, Continues better. 

23. Says he feels yery low and nervous. 
Pulse very little quicker than natural, 
Tongue moist, though rather white. Has 
some aching pain in the joint. Has a cold 
lotion constantly applied to the aff 
im! 


24. Is going on very favourably, and Mr, 
Lawrence thinks he may ultimately regain 
the use of the joint, 


ANEURISM OF THE ARTERIA INNOMINATA. 


Charles Wills, wt. 32, an in-door servant, 
who has never been subjected to laborious 
work, was admitted into Pitcairn’s ward, 
under Mr. Earle, November 27, We learn 
from his previous history that about twelve 
months since he was attacked with some- 
what severe pain of his head and shoulder, 
and with a numbness in the arm of the right 
side ; these sym continued to harass 
him for some time, and prevented him from 
sleeping at night, when, about eight months 
ago, he discovered a slight swelling just 
above the sterno-clavicular articulation, 
This having increased, he applied to be 
taken into St. George’s Hospital, and was 
admitted under Mr. Brodie, who gave it as 
his opinion that it was an aneurism of the 
arteria innominata. Cupping, and other 

ial agents, were had recourse to, with- 
out any relief being obtained, and after 
remaining from May to July in the hospital 
he quitted it. 

The tumour, when first examined by Mr. 
Earle, could almost be seen to pulsate the 
whole length of the ward ; the sternal end of 
the clavicle appeared to be wage forwards, 
leading to the conclusion that the aneurism 
was situated immediately behind it; the 
pulsation in the right arm was not so power- 
fal as that in the left. States, that he was 
examined by Sir A. Cooper, who stopped 
the beating of the radial artery, by making 
pressure on the swelling, and gave an opi- 
nion similar to that of Mr. Brodie, as tothe 
nature of his case. Countenance pale ; pulse 
quick and hard; tongue white; is put on a 
low diet ; his bowels kept regular by medi- 
cine, and perfect quiet enjoined. 

30. Venesectio ad 3viij. Pain in the head 
and shoulder somewhut relieved, though 
still troublesome, and gowveuting him from 
taking much rest at night. 

Dec. 7. Haust, satin, magnes. sulph, 
3iss, omni mane, 
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444 CANCER OF THE BREAST.—AFFECTION OF THE KNEE- JOINT. 


9. In of some inflammation | durated state ; this occupied about a 
Supervening around the orifice in the vein of an hour. After securing several bleeding 
made in bleeding him, 36 leeches were ap- | vessels, the wound was brought together 
plied to the arm. with strips of adbesive plaster. Mr. Law- 

10. Inflammation of the arm removed by | rence remarked, after the operation, that 
the leeches; the pulsation in the tumour | this was acase of genuine scirrhous mamma, 
much lessened ; appetite good; pulse still | presenting the ordinary appearances of that 
100, quick, and hard; feels a pain in the disease. On making a section of the parts, 
tumour on any sudden motion of the body. several white stria were seen intersecting 

14. Complains that he can get no sleep the substance of the cancer, and also some 
on account of the pain in his head and small cysts containing a thick yellow fluid. 
shoulder, otherwise is much the same.) Mr. Lawrence also remarked how frequently 


Venesectio ad 3x. 

16. The pulsation of the tumour is not 
visible, although it is easily felt on applying 
the fingers to the part; both the right 
carotid and the radial arteries beat more 
feebly than those of the left side. Mr, 
Earle thinks it very probable that spont 
neous cure is going on, from the improve- 
ment of the patieat’s symptoms and the re- 
duced pulsation of the tumour, which, how- 
ever, has not diminished in size. 

19. Pulse 104; tongue whitish but moist, 
other symptoms much the same. 

20. Complains that the saline draught, 
with sulphate of magnesia, makes him sick. 
Is ordered 

Infus, rose c. ; 
Sulph. mag. 51), omni nocte s. 

Throughout the course of this disease the 
patient has suffered occasionally from a 
slight cough. 

21. Asked permission to leave the hospi- 
tal for a day in order to visit his wife. 

23. Came back to say that severe illness 
ofa relative would prevent him from re- 
turning to his ward for a day or two; was 
much the same, and did not feel worse from 


walking. 


ORBERATION FOR THE REMOVAL OF A 
CANCER OF THE BREAST. 


The patient, Eliz. Mars, et. 45, who had 
been ill for the space of eight or nine 
months from scirrhous induration of the left 
mamma, was laid on the operating table on 
Saturday, 2ist of December. She had the 
appearance of one suffering from organic 
disease, being pale, somewhat emaciated, 
and very nervous. She stated that she had 
suffered a good deal from lancinating pain 
of the part affected. Mr. Lawrence com- 
menced the removal of the disease by mak- 
ing an incision from the inner lower 
part of the left breast, ina curved direction 
to the centre of the axilla, including a por- 
tion of integument about two inches a 
half broad, and six long; he then proceeded 
to dissect it, with the affected organ, from 
the surrounding cellular tissue, which 
having accomplished, he next removed 
several axillary glands chat were in an in- 


| an operator is deceived by an examination 
of the axillary glands in this complaint, 
previous to the operation, as, frequently, 
| then one gland only can be discovered in a 
| hardened state,—when in the progress of 
| dissection, it is found, as in this instance, 


| that the whole chain of absorbent glands is 


similarly affected. 

24. 1s much more comfortable and quiet 
than she was yesterday ; has, occasionally, 
a smarting of the part, but bas not felt those 
lancinating pains which she experienced 
previous to Mey —— Had some sl 
last night, by which she expresses 
to be 


LONDON HOSPITAL, 


AFFECTION OF THE KNEE-JOINT. 


E. G., wtat. 23, was admitted into the 
hospital, under the care of Sir W. Blizard, 
with enlargement of the knee-joint. 

She states that the disease commenced 
about 12 weeks previous toher admission, but 
cannot assign any other cause for its ori 
than kneeling upon it while following 
occupation as a servant. There has not 
been much pain attendant on the progress 
of the disease, excepting an attempting to 
move, There is considerable swelling on 
each side of the patella, and pressure there 
causes pain ; the soit parts above the pa- 
tella are apparently much thickened, and 
the swelling extends some way above the 
joint; the patella is moveable ; the patient 
can flex or extend the leg, but she performs 
these motions with great care, as they oc- 
casion pain. There is a grating sensation 
communicated to the hand on laying it over 
the joint when she moves the limb. 

‘The treatment adopted by Sir W. Blizard 
on her admission, consisted in applying 
leeches every morning to the part for a few 
days, after which a blister was applied, und 
the blistered surface dressed with the iodine 
ointment, giving at the same time the de- 
coction of bark, and three grains of blue 
pill at night. 

Nov. 6. There is certainly less swelling 
and deformity in the appearance of the part 
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CONCUSSION OF THE 


than at the time of her admission, her ge- 
neral health is also improved ; was ordered 
to leave off the bark and blue pili, and take 
a scruple of the carbonate of iron three 
times a day instead. 

She continued gradually improving until 
the 2¢d, when Sir William thought proper 
to discharge her, although the swelling was 
gradually decreasing. 


CASE OF CONCUSSION OF THE BRAIN. 


W. H., an Irish labourer, etat. 45, was 
admitted into the hospital on the 14th Nov. 
under the following circumstances :— While 
employed with several other men in en- 
deavouring to move a log of mahogany, the 
iron lever he was using slipt, and he losing 
his balance fell from a height of about 15 
feet and pitched upon his head. When 
taken up he was completely insensible, and 
in this state was brought to the hospital, 
and placed under the care of Mr. Scott. 

When first admitted he was completely 
insensible, and the breathing was laboured 
and stertorous, pupils contracted and in- 
sensible to the stimulus of light, the pulse 
at the wrist was feeble, and the surface of 
the body cold. On examining the head 
there was found to be considerable puffiness 
of the scalp, but no fracture of the cranium 
could be detected. The left arm was found 
to be paralysed. 

He was placed in bed, and the natural 
warmth of the body soon returned. On 


BRAIN.—STRICTURE. 445 


mel, with the addition of a quarter of a 
grain of antimon. tartar. every four hours, 
and have the saline mixture every four 
hours. 

16. The symptoms to-day exbibit in- 
creased action in the vessels of the brain ; 
the carotid and temporal arteries were for- 
cibly pulsating ; the patient has been ex- 
tremely restless, and at times quite violent. 
There is a dulness of expression in the eye, 
and the tunica conj ler. T 


tiva is v . The 
pupils are extremely variable; on observ- 
ing them at one time, they will be found 
contracted, and on looking at them again 
after a short interval of time, they may be 
widely dilated ; there is considerable heat: 
of scalp; pulse 84, full, and bounding ; 
was bled to twenty ounces, which has had 
the effect of greatly diminishing the force 
of the pulse. 

17. The bleeding of last night has been 
of decided benefit; the pulse is soft and 
about seventy ; had a tolerably quiet night; 
the patient is quite sensible ; skin moist ; 
tongue furred, and his bowels open; com- 
plains of his mouth being sore. 

18. The pain in the head is quite gone : 
the pulse quiet and skin moist ; his bowels 
are very much purged, for which he was 
ordered the mistura creta anodyn. c. confect. 
aromat. 

30. There has been a progressive im- 
provement in the symptoms of this case. 
Immediately from the time that he became 
under the influence of the mercury, the 


visiting him about an hour after his ad-| pain in the head left him, his mouth having 
mission, found him lying as if in a profound | been made very sore, and the salivary secre- 


sleep, inattentive to the loudest noises, and 
if roused by pinching the skin or by press- 
ing on the injured part of the scalp, he 
threw his right arm about as one waking 
from a sound sleep, and then relapsed into 
the same profound stupor. The pulse at 
the wrist was about 70, full and laborious, 
pupils contracted, breathing stertorous, 
and when the patient was roused the pulse 
became quickened. He had vomited once 
since his admission. 

He was now bled from the arm to 35 
ounces, and ordered a scruple of calomel 
and jalap every three hours. Cold lotion 
tothe head. 

15th. After the bleeding last night he 
seemed rather easier and) more sensible 
until this morning, when he became coma- 
tose and insensible, the pupils became di- 
lated, and he seemed labouring under every 
symptom of effusion in the substance of the 
brain; he was again bled fo thirty ounces, 
after which he recovered his intellect, and 
answered questions rationally. He now 
complains of pain in the head, his eyes are 
acutely sensible to the stimulus of light; 
tongue covered with a brown fur; bowels 
have been relieved. To continue the calo- 


tion profuse, he was directed to gargle his 
mouth with a solution of the chioride of 
lime gr. xv, ad aq. bj, which has had a 
very good effect ; he appears to be gradu- 
ally acquiring sensation in the arm, and 
can now move the fingers. 


STRICTURE OF THE URETURA, WITH FISTU- 
LOUS OPENING IN PERINEO, 


W. L., a gardener, wtat. 55, was admitted 
into Talbot’s Ward under the care of Mr. 
Andrews, on account of stricture of the 
urethra. 

The patient stated that he had always 
been enabled to pass his urine in an unin- 
terrupted stream until about four years ago, 
when he began to experience some diffi- 
culty in voiding his urine, which gradually 
increased until the stream became twisted 
and very small. About eight months since 
a swelling formed in the perineum, which 
was very troublesome, but he did not apply 
for any medical advice, contenting himself 
with applying poultices to the part. On 
the ist May this swelling burst, and dis- 
charged a quantity of purulent matter, and 
immediately the abscess burst, a quantity of 
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LACERATION OF THE LEG—AMPUTATION. 


hospital for relief. He denies having had 
any venereal affection for many years, and 
says his habits of living have always been 


gradually to increase the size until No.7 
was passed withom difficulty ; that was 
retained in the bladder for about six hours 
every second day, removing it and in- 
troducing the next size, until No. 10 was 
— ey He was desired, when he 
the plug from the catheter, to be 
cari not, to empty the bladder entirely, 
that the mucous membrane of that viscus 
might not come in contact with the point of 
the instrument. The wound in perineo was 
oceasionally touched with the nitrate of 
silver. Under this plan the fistulous open- 
ing in the perineum has healed up, and the 
 weyote about to be discharged, having 
n taught to pass a catheter himself, with 
directions to introduce it every third day, 
for which purpose one of those instruments, 
No. 7, has been given him. 


EXTENSIVE LACERATION OF THE LEG AND 
THIGH—AMPUTATION. 


H. J., wtat. 16, was gdmitted at about 
two o’cloek on the morning of the 18th Oc- 
tober, and placed in Gloucester ward, under 
the care of Mr. Andrews, with an extensive 
lacerated wound of the right thigh and leg, 
caused by the wheel of a heavy van having 
passed over the limb. The accident occur- 
red at Tottenham, where he was taken to a 
neighbouring sutgeon, who bound up the 
part, and by whom he was sent here. 

On making an examination, there was 
found to be an extensive lacerated wound 
of the integuments, covering the lower third 
of the thigh, and reaching to the middle 
of the ealt of the leg, to the extent of at 
least ten inches in length; the edges of|a 
the wound had very considerably retracted, 
giving the appearance of a loss of substance, 
On proceeding in the examination, the 
vastus internus was fuund to be tornthrough, 
exposing the inner condyle of the femur, 

ions of which were chipped off ; the 


er could be readily a into the pop- 
liteal space, where the artery was felt 
quite exposed, for the extent ot an inch or 


more, but it did not seem to have suf- 
fered injury, The joint did not appear to 


have been opened, as there was no appear- 
ance of any discharge of synovia; one of 


the articular arteries was wounded, and 


At the time of his admission there was 
no very considerable depression of the vital 
powers ; the was tolerably quiet ; skin 
warm ; he did not complain of any pain, ex- 
cepting when the part was touched ; both 
the anterior and ior tibial arteries 
could be felt pulsating. 

On being visited by Mr. Andrews about 
half-past one, that gentleman considered 
there was a chance of the powers of the 
constitution being sufficient to enable him 
to support the immense drain which would 
necessarily be set up, and that he might 
recover without the loss of the limb. As 
such he thought it right to give him the 
chance, red him to have 12 drops of 
the tincture of opium immediately, and the 
following draught :— 


Tincture opii v; 
Misture camphore ; 
Ft. haustus sertis hor, 


19. On visiting him this morning, found 
he had slept a good deal. He did not com- 
plaio of any pain except when touched ; his 
bowels have not been opened, the pulse is 
tranquil and skin moist. His parents were 
informed to-day of the probability of ampu- 
tation being required, but they refused their 
consent, remarking ‘‘ he might as well lose 
his life as his leg.’”’ 

To continue the draughts. 

20. Has had several hours comfortable 
sleep during the night; the pulse is quick 
but soft; skin moist and of a natural 
warmth ; tongue furred ; bowels open once 
this morning. Complains of a frequent de- 
sire to void his urine ; the appetite is good ; 
his cheeks are flushed. The wound has a 
appearance, and is dressed 

re. 

“o. There is now very little constitu- 
tional irritation ; he sleeps well at night ; 
the pulse is moderately full ; we 44 
bowels opened yesterday ; tongue clean 

appetite good; the wound looks cleaner 
than it did yesterday. Was ordered middle 
diet, to continue the a dressing and 
spirit lotion to the part, and draughts as 
before. 

23. His bowels not having been opened 
yesterday and to-day, was ordered te take 
ol. ricini 38s. 

24. Much the same as on the 22d; his 
bowels have been freely opened by. the 
castor oil ; the wound looks clean, healthy 


granolations have sprang up ; the discharge 


446 
urine passed out at the wound, which con- 
tinuing to flow from that part, rendered him 
extremely miserable. Under these circum- 
stances he was induced to apply at this| gave its pretty ireety, 
require to be secured by ligature. 
The parts were covered by a piece of 
simple dressing, and spirit lution was di- 
steady. | rected to be applied. 
On passing an instrument there was found 
to be a tolerably firm stricture about the 
membranous portion of the urethra. The! 
treatment adopted by Mr. Andrews con- | 
sisted im passing @ catheter (No. 4), and 
allowing it to remain in the bladder until re- | 
laced at the end of two days, continuing 
| 


Fas 


is not considerable, The nurse says his 
miod wanders very much in his sleep, 
talking incoherently. 

26. Appears to be going on tolerably 
well ; the discharge is trifing in quantity 
and of a healthy appearance. Was orde 
to take the decoction, powtler, and tincture of 
bark, three times a day. 

29, Much the same as on the 25th : his 
bowels have been opened by a dose of 
castor oil, taken last night. ‘The discharge 
has rather increased in quantity, and seems 
— to burrow some distance up the 

igh, 

Mr. Andrews directed the thigh to be 

with the emplastrum plumbi from 
the groin to the edge of the wound. 

To continue the bark, and have a pint of 
porter daily. 

Nov. 1. Does not appear so well in health 
as at the last report; the leg is becoming 
edematous ; the discharge is healthy in ap- 

ance, and not considerable in quantity, 

ys the thigh has been tolerably easy since 

it has been stra + The cheeks are 

flushed ; pulse weak and irritable, and he 

has now considerable night sweats. Was 

ordered to have five drops of the tincture of 
opium with each dose of the bark, 

3. No particular alteration. 

5. Is evidently declining in strength ; the 
pulse is 104, weak, and wiry; the bowels 
require, occasionally, small doses of castor 
oil to late them ; clean; heat of 
skin rather above the healthy standard ; 
anxiety and restlessness at times; sleep 
irregular, and somewhat disturbed; the 
niglit sweats are considerable. Is allowed 
eight ounces of wine, in addition to the 

. Amputation bas again been pro- 
, but he still refuses to lose the limb. 

8. Much the same as on the 5th; there 
is considerable discharge of pus from the 
wound, and the limb is quite edematous, 
pitting considerably on pressure. 

12th, 15th, 19th. No particular altera- 
tion; still refuses to have the leg ampu- 
tated, although it is evident he must sink 
unless it is removed, 

22. Complains of considerable weakness ; 
the pulse is weak and quick ; tongue clean ; 
appetite bad; a very evident emaciation 
has taken place within the last few days, 
accompanied with some degree of anxiety, 
and considerable febrile restlessness. He 
of his accord, to lose 

limb, but requested the operation might 
be deferred till Monday. z 

26. Mr. Andrews removed the thigh to- 
day by the circular incision ; nothing par- 
ticular oveurred during the operation to 
require notice, except that a great number 
Of ligatures were applied. He took fifteen 
drops of laudanum immediately after the 
operation, and ten drops more, two hours 


night, and this 
morning feels comfortable ; the night sweats 
were profuse last night; pulse 130, and 


red | weak ; skin hot ; appetite good. To take 


no medicine. 

Since the removal of the limb the febrile 
symptoms have greatly subsided, and the 
boy has gained considerable flesh. The 
stump looks well, and he is going on 
favourably. Should anything oceur re- 
quiring further notice, it will be given in a 
subsequent Number. 


CASE OF SEVERE BURN. 


S. H., a very fine boy, wtat. 6, was ad- 
mitted under the care of Mr. Andrews, 
under the following circumstances :— 

It appeared, that while lighting a piece of 
paper, the little fellow’s pinnafore caught 
fire, which communicated to the rest of the 
clothes, and ete could be removed, 
he was severely burned. 

On examination when he came into the 
hospital, the whole of the u of the 
chest, neck, chin, and to 
have severely suffered; the parts had a 
brown appearance, the cutis being in faet 
destroyed ; the dresser of the week in at- 
tendance, ordered equal parts of linseed 
oil and turpentine to be applied to the in- 
jured parts. 

This application was continued for se- 
veral days, when Mr. Andrews directed the 
parts to be covered with simple dressing. 
The sloughs separated, and a copious puru- 
lent distherge was poured out; the granu- 
lations were flabby, but had the usual 
characteristics of granulations from burns ; 
they were exceedingly irritable, and di 
not present any appearance of cicatrization. 

On going round the ward on the 3rd, that 
gentleman directed the simple dressing to 
be discontinued, and prescribed the follow- 
ing ointment :— 


Ointment of resin .. 1 part; 

Calamine cerate.... 2 parts; mixed. 
To be spread upon lint, and applied to the 
injured parts; at the same time directi 
the pillow to be removed from the head, 
a round pillow placed under the shoulders, 
so that the head might lie back, thus keep- 
ing the granulating surfaces on the stretch, 
with a view of preventing in this case, if 
possible, the horrible detormity attendant 
on cicatrization from burns. The arms 
likewise to be kept extended from the body. 

The result of this treatment will be given 

in a future number. 


|afterwards, the former dose having failed in 
rocuring sleep. 
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Dra. Twerpre’s Crass.—Dr. Tweedie, 
after his lecture on Monday the 17th inst., 
at the Giltspur-street School, signified his 
intention of giving a medical conversazione 
on every alternate [hursday, at eight o'clock 
in the evening, for the purpose of affording 
greater facilities to the bers of his class 
in their pursuit after professional know- 
ledge, by giving them the advantage of a 
direct intercourse with their lecturer. His 
first meeting took place on Thursday last, 
when, after tea aud coffee, medical sub- 
jects were introduced and discussed, whilst 
the doctor illustrated his remarks by exhi- 
biting some of Dr. Carswell’s beautifully- 
executed drawings in morbid anatomy, and 
also a fine specimen of disease of the fol- 
licles of the intestines. We are glad to 
observe dispositions of this kind to remove 
the barrier between medical teachers and 
their pupils, which has hitherto been so 
rigidly upheld by the former of these parties 
in the London schools. Perfect freedom of 
intercourse on all occasions which present 
opportunities for communicating knowledge, 
or directing the scientific pursuits of the 
young inquirer, should be both allowed and 
encouraged by the teachers, and eagerly 
= with courteous demeanour, by the 

t. 


Dr. Srunzneim.—The theatre of the 
Mechanics’ Institution, Southampton Build- 
ings, was well attended on Monday even- 
ing last by the members and their friends, 
to hear a eulogium on the professional and 
moral character of Dr. Spunzugim, pro- 
nounced by Mr. Joun L. Levison. After 
paying a due tribute to Dr. Gavt for his 
discoveries in the science of phrenology, 
the lecturer ably expatiated on the intellec- 
tual powers ~ virtues of Dr. Spurzheim, 
which he illustrated by facts drawn from 


DR. SPURZHEIM.—CORRESPON DENTS. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Mr. Alex. Lee, A.M., su ,» is about 
to publish a work under the title of “ Chemical 
Diagrams,” accompanied by a concise description 
of each decomposition; and cepions ‘ 
intended to facilitate the progress of medical pupils 
in their chemical studies. 


We will look over Mr, Asbury’s pamphlet 
when it reaches us. 

There has lately been published a sermon 
or address, entitled ** The Imputed Madness and 
Folly of Religion,” as delivered to Medical Stu- 
dents at Maze Pond, Borough, on Sunday, Nov. 11, 
1832, by the Rev. T. Binney. 

The engraver has not kept his promise, 
and the of Mr. instrument 
for breaking stone in the bladder cannot appear this 
wee 

A, H, We never insert reports of cases 
uoless authenticated by the names and addresses of 
their authors. 

nce. The certificates of attendance 
on the medical practice of the Bristol Lnfirmary are 
received at the Hall, and so also are the other cer- 
tificates named by our correspondent, if the different 
schools be * recognised ” by the Hall, which t 
to be ascertained before the fecs are paid. 


Minus. No certificates are required either 
by custom, or by the Hall; but the Act states that 
there should bean examination, and we refer oar 
correspondent to the copy of that document itself, 
which he will find tim in No. 108 of Tux 
Lancet. 


A 
the communication, of course it would not have 
been inserted, but having received the paper from 
the Goveroment Board of Health, and, moreover, 
as it was written in the Freneh language, we 
thought it would be showing an ungenerous dis- 
courtesy to a foreigner, if we refused it a place in 
our pages. That it was trash we admit, and if we 
had refused to insert all that was objectionable on 
the subject of cholera, how much maiter should we 
have published concerning that dreadfal disease ! 
When truth lies hidden in a well, it is not always 
that, in plunging to grasp it, we can escape without 
soiling our garments. As the publication of our 
correspoudent’s communication would subject us 
to an action for libel from an impostor, he cannot 
desire us to incur any such responsibility, more 

lly as he has written anonymously. The 


Had we known the source of 


the private and public life of the de d 
Mr. Levison, during the evening, expressed 
deep regret at some ‘‘illiberal and disgust- 
ing passages” which lately appeared in the 
columns of Longman’s Mock Lancet in re- 
lation to Dr. Spurzheim, observations which 
were indebted for their origin to incurable 
ignorance on the subject of phrenology, and 
to a bad spirit infused into the workings of 
an uninformed mind. 


The cholera continues to prevail in Paris, 
but happily not to any remarkab'e extent. 
M. Brieur, surgeon from Montpelier, died 
at the Hotel Dieu on the 11th, after a few 
hours illness. 


M. Cror.—The Bey of Abouzabel has 
been unanimously elected a member of the 
French Academy of Medicine. 


packet of papers is left at our office. 


ERRATA. 


Iw the following passage, which dat 
407 of the last Lancer, for ** tioner”” read 
practitioners;’’ when the sentence will stand 
thus :—** Unhappily the too-sensitive mind of our 
inestimable friend felt the condemnatory.voice of 
his deluded brother practitioners, and shrank under 
it, as does the ing bad beneath the bitter 
and biting frost of winter.”” From the omissioa 
of the letter s, Mr. Lammxrr was represented 
as pe | fallen from the condemnatory voice 
of the thing of the Mock—an absurdity al- 
most too gross to be noticed; the misprint is ob- 
vious ; besides, the thing of the Mock has no voice. 
It can only utter a croak at best, and such was Mr. 
Lamsert’s contempt for the Mock, that his feelin; 
towards the mali t and lying 
not of an approacheven to hatred. 

In the report of the late meeting of students at the 
Albion Tavern, page 343, the name “ Turner,”’ one 
of the speakers, should bave been printed “ Thur- 
nam. 


